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camey sideshow — 
viewed the new designs 
with some optimism. 

“It’s better than it was, 
but it still needs some 
work,” said Dick Zigun, 
founder of the Coney Is- 
land Circus Sideshow and 


A winter welcome 

A snowman either has his arms raised in glee or is shooing away some pesky Canadian geese 
after the season's first snowfall, at DUMBO's Empire Fulton-Ferry state park on Sunday. 


'Park' 

towers 

shrink, 

grow 

By Ariella Cohen 


Less Vegas, more Coney 

Another new plan for beachfront Mecca scales down original 


Bowing to critics, planners of the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park waterfront development have proposed bringing 
down the height of some of the commercial buildings that 
would subsidize it. 

But the smaller buildings would come at a cost. 

One building, on Furman Street at the foot of Joralemon Street 
— which was not slated for residential development in prior ren- 
derings — would now be converted to high-end condos. 

And in one 


scheme, a 30-story 
condo tower rising 


neai /\uanuc /weiiuc, 
would shrink by 10 
stories — but a 
neighboring building 
would grow in height 
to compensate. 

Critics slammed 
such changes as 
merely tinkering 
around the edges of a 
misguided park-and- 


“They are switch- Build it and they will lounge: A plan- 
ing up the chess tier's vision of Brooklyn Bridge Park. 

pieces — they 

aren’t improving the game,” said Judi Francis, president of a 
group that opposes the current development plan. 

But designers clearly tried to fix some gripes. 

On John Street in DUMBO, planners trimmed a proposed res- 
idential building by 100 feet. And instead of a 15-foot-wide side- 
walk at the Atlantic Avenue entrance, which critics said did not 
properly welcome the public into a park, visitors will pass 
through a 70-foot, tree-lined entrance. 

Planners also eliminated a controversial roadway — covering 
that area with grass. 

But the changes weren’t enough for Atlantic Avenue Better- 
ment Association President Sandy Balboza: “Shorter here, taller 
there — residential development on Atlantic just isn’t going to 
benefit the avenue.” 

Both Balboza and Francis got a sneak-preview of the latest plans 
on Wednesday at the office of park designer Michael Van Valken- 
buigh. The private meeting was the latest in a series of public discus- 
sions meant to quell the tide of criticism that the $ 150-million plan 
has provoked in the neighborhoods that will surround it. 

The development will stretch from the Manhattan Bridge to 
Atlantic Avenue when it’s complete in 2012. 

The new design will be unveiled to the public on Tuesday be- 
fore it moves into the final round of environmental assessments 
and ultimate approval in Albany. 


‘Produced’ 
in Brooklyn 

Nathan and Uma star in first 
film shot at Steiner Studios 


New plans for development along the Boardwalk in Coney Island (above) have been scaled-down since original glitzy 
plans were revealed in September (below). 
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By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Reality has already hit 
Joe Sitt’s development plan 
for Coney Island. 

Where only a few months 
ago, Sitt was hawking an in- 
door, Vegas-style complex 
with a water park, a climbing 
wall, a blimp port, and a 
House of Blues theme restau- 
rant, new schematics now 
show a more subdued face 
for his proposed amusement 
Mecca. 

Sitt’s “Stillwell Walk” 
would run from Surf Avenue 
to the Boardwalk, from W. 
15th to W. 12th streets. If 
it’s built, Coney land- 
marks such as Ruby’s Bar 
on the Boardwalk, and 
Faber’s Fascination, an 
old-time game salon on 
Surf Avenue, would be 
demolished. 

Instead of those vintage 
amusements, Sitt bets on 
bringing in the Board- 
walk’s only movie theater 

<>r SilTo^Ti acres of 
prime, albeit faded, Board- 
walk properties near Still- 
well Avenue. He presented 
the plans to Community 
Board 13 last Thursday. 

Sitt did not return re- 
peated calls from The 
Brooklyn Papers. 

Coney Island insiders 
— who’ve seen plenty of 
“renewal” plans burst 
faster than balloons in a 


a longtime player in the sea- 
side attraction’s future. 

Sitt’s plan for a 19-story 
condo tower and retail center 
has drawn intense fire from 
community members. 

“I don’t know why they 
keep trying this in Brooklyn,” 
said Zigun, “Don’t they ever 
learn that amusement parks 
and bars where people get 
drunk and loud don’t mix 
well with housing.” 

For now, the condos are 
just another sandy mirage — 
unless Sitt can get the city to 
change the zoning to even al- 
low a residential use. 


THE SURVEY SAYS... 

BORO’S BIZ 
FEARS 2006 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Un-happy New Year! 

That will be the cheer of many Brooklyn business- 
es as the clock strikes midnight on Jan. 1, 2006, ac- 
cording to a just-released report by the borough’s 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Only 31 percent of business owners believe they 
will have a good year in 2006 — a marked contrast 
to the 80 percent of companies that expected good 
things as they went into 2005. 

Roughly 55 percent think 2006 will be worse or 
about the same as 2005. 

Chamber President Kenneth Adams attributed the pes- 
simism to higher energy and real estate costs. Fuel ex- 
penditures jumped to number three on the business own- 
ers’ list of “obstacles to growth,” right behind health care 
and insurance costs, those perennial revenue-sappers. 

“Brooklyn businesses did well in 2005, but they’re 
looking at 2006 with caution,” Adams said. 

“Brooklyn is a small-business economy, and those 
types of economies are very dependent on external 
forces. We don’t have large margins for error. If the 
bills go way up, it’s a big deal.” 

The survey was sent out after Labor Day to all 
1,200 members of the Chamber of Commerce, but 
answered by only 177 businesses, or 14.7 percent. 

The survey also showed that: 


• Nearly 70 percent of businesses believe they will 
hire new employees next year. 

• The city needs to do a better job in Brooklyn. Near- 
ly 80 percent cited potholes and poor streets conditions 
as a problem. Litter was a concern of 64 percent. 

• A majority — but not a strong majority — be- 
lieves the city school system is moving in the right di- 
rection. The 53 percent who said the school system is 
getting better is a jump from only 40 percent who an- 
swered that way last year. 

• Only 18 percent of business owners oppose 
Bruce Ratner’s plans for a 24-acre commercial, resi- 
dential, retail and athletic complex at Atlantic Yards; 
sixty-one percent support it — numbers almost iden- 
tical to last year’s poll results. 

• Wal-Mart still has a lot of ’splaining to do. The 
company is in the midst of a large public-relations 
campaign, yet only 33 percent of Brooklyn business- 
es support a big-box Wal-Mart in the borough — and 
only if “a suitable location could be found.” Forty- 
four percent oppose the discount retailer. 

Big support for Ratner, but little support for Wal- 
Mart — but Adams did not see a contradiction 

“Small business owners support projects they think 
will strengthen the marketplace by bringing in new cus- 
tomers or new investment, but they think Wal-Mart 
threatens the vitality of marketplace,” Adams said. 

“And some just don’t like the company.” 



‘We were born to succeed \ not to fail ’ 


- Henry David 
Thoreau 
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107 Atlantic Ave. 

(bet. Henry & Hicks) 

■,,niii-. www - floralheights - com 
(718) 625-2066 


New Year’s 
Eve 2006 ^ 

NO COVER! NO MINIMUM! 


Watch the Times Square ball fall 
on our two 8-foot jumbo-tron screens! 

The UNDERWATER LOUNGE with 

all its mystique, will open at 10:30pm, filled 


Water Street Restaurant 



139 Montague Street • 718.858.5592 

www.latraviatatogo.com • Delivery in Brooklyn Heights only 



Jeff C. 

Strachan, DDS 

1 89 Montague Street 
Suite 800A 
Brooklyn, NY 11 201 


(917) 753-3314 

Emergency and Evening 
Jeff.strachan@verizon.net 


Prosthetically Driven 
Implant Dental Practice 
with Periodontics 
as its Core 

• Implants Surgically Placed and Restored 

• Periodontics ■ Treotment of Gum Diseose • 
Surgical and Non-Surgicol Therapy 

• Endodontics - Using rotary instrumentation 
for foster more thorough cleaning with less 
post operative discomfort 

• Digital X-Rays - 90% Less Rodation 

• Extractions - Simple and Complex 

• Aesthetic Dentistry - Porcelain Laminates, 
White Fillings, Blenching, Metal Free Crowns 

• Zoom Bleaching 

• Restorative Dentistry A-Z 

• Full Service Comprehensive Dentol Practice 
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experiencing any r ‘“ " 


symptoms? 

• Early fullness while eating 

• Post-meal fullness 

• Bloating 

You may have a digestive condition 
called DYSPEPESIA, which may occur 

are conducting a research study for 
DYSPEPSIA with the investigational use 
of an already approved medication and 
invite you to take part. If you qualify 
you will receive all study examiniations 


718-349-3774 
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Woman refuses to 
surrender her Gucci 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

The mugger could have 
her wallet. But over her 
dead body was he going 
to get her Gucci bag and 
the Prada make-up case 
inside it. 

A 25 -year-old woman put 
her life in danger to retain the 
luxury luggage after a young, 
well-dressed man mugged on 
DeKalb Avenue, at Waverly 
Avenue, around 3:45 am on 
Dec. 2, police said. 

The young woman ran in 
fear as the dapper thief rode 
up behind her on a bicycle. He 
caught up to her and demand- 
ed money while beating her 
about the face and shoulders, 
police said. 

The victim offered up her 
wallet, but police said the thug 
wanted more. 

He grabbed for the bag, 
wrenched the leather strap free 
and rode off. But the victim 
sprinted after the thug, deter- 
mined to recover the high-end 
bag and its pricey contents, 
valued at over $1,300, police 
said 

The robber fled south on 
Waverly with the victim in 
pursuit. Eventually, the thief 
turned and yelled, “I will 
shoot you,” while acting as 
though he had a gun in his 
waist band, before he disap- 
peared down Waverly on his 
two wheels. 

Police are searching for an 
Hispanic man, around age 30, 
5-foot-7 and 180 pounds, with 
short hair. He was dressed for 
the occasion in gray pants, a 
black sport coat and a black 
skullcap, police said. 

The victim said the stolen 
Gucci bag held her wallet 
with credit and bank cards, the 
make-up case and an iPod. 

Family burgled 

What a difference a day 
makes — in this case, a differ- 
ence of $700 in electronics. 

Sometime between 1 pm on 
Dec. 2, and the same hour the 
next day, a burglar broke into a 
home on Hoyt Street, between 
Baltic and Warren streets, and 
left with a TV set and a camera. 

The homeowner came home 
to find the cylinder lock from 
her front gate broken and the 
gate pried open, police said. 

Bank heist 

His mother would have 
been proud — of some things, 

A well-mannered thief 
wore a dapper blue blazer as 
he robbed the Independence 
Community Bank on Mon- 
tague Street on Nov. 30, po- 
lice said. 

Police said the thief walked 
into the branch, between 
Court and Clinton streets, at 
10:40 am and passed the bank 
teller a note that read, “This is 
a holdup and I have a gun in 
my pocket. Put $1,000 in an 
envelope and hand it to me.” 

The 23-year-old teller 
stocked a paper pouch with 
six $100 bills and handed it 


But instead of complaining 
about the $400 shortfall, the 
thief said, “Thank you,” and 
left the bank, walking down 
Montague Street toward Court 
Street, police said. 

The teller described the 
robber as a white man, 5-foot- 
8 and 170 pounds, with 
straight brown hair. He also 
used a cane and walked with a 

Wallet snatched 

A quick-fingered thief stole 
a wallet from an attorney who 
turned his back for just a mo- 
ment as he made a deposit at 
his bank on Dec. 1. 

The 54-year-old victim 
stopped at a Montague Street 
branch, near Clinton Street, at 
12:45 pm to make a deposit, 
police said. He told cops that 
he left his wallet on the ledge 
and turned around only briefly 
— but it was clearly more 
than enough time for the swift 
swindler to swipe the billfold 
and disappear. 

The wallet — a fancy Tom- 
my Hilfiger model — con- 
tained credit cards, the attor- 
ney’s ID card, a Connecticut 
driver’s license, a $40 Metro- 
Card and a Metro-North 
monthly train pass worth 
$250, police said. 

Thugs in & out 

A city prison system em- 
ployee lost $150 to a pair of 
muggers who jumped her just 
after sunset on Dec. 1, police 
said. 

The thugs grabbed the 28- 
year-old victim as she reached 
the comer of DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues. One thief 
shoved her and insisted, “Give 
me your f — ing bag,” before 
snatching the pocketbook 
from her shoulder and fleeing 
west on DeKalb, police said. 

The bag also held the 
woman’s cellphone, her Cor- 
rections Department identifi- 
cation card and various credit 
and bank cards. 

The victim described one 
mugger as a black man, 5- 
foot-10, dressed in a black 
coat and hat. His accomplice 
was also black, 6-foot-2, 185 
pounds, and chose a similar 
outfit, police said. 

Armed rob 

A gun-toting teen stole a 
cellphone and fake-diamond 
earrings from another teen as 
he walked to the F train sta- 
tion at Smith and Bergen 
streets on Nov. 28, police said 

The robber caught up with 
his 19-year-old victim near 
the station at 6:45 pm, spun 
him around and shoved a 
black handgun into his face. 

The thug gestured with his 
weapon and said, “You know 
what this is [so] give it up,” 
according to police. The vic- 
tim turned over the phone and 
earrings, which were merely 
cut glass. 

Police are looking for a 


black man, 18- to 20-years 
old, 5-foot-7 and 130 pounds, 
according to the victim’s de- 
scription. The thief wore a 
black snorkel jacket and a 
blue turban on the night of the 

Hook murder 

Violent crime is down in 
Carroll Gardens, Boerum Hill 
and Red Hook, but police in 
the 76th Precinct are now in- 
vestigating a brutal stabbing 
— possibly chug related — 
that marks theft fourth homi- 
cide this year. 

That’s already three more 
homicides than occurred in all 
of 2004, statistics show. 

In the latest attack, the vic- 
tim’s brother discovered his 
sibling — with knife wounds in 
the head and neck — around 
9:30 pm on Dec. 2, police said. 
The brother called paramedics 
to the apartment, on Verona 
Street near Van Brunt, and the 
EMTs made it official: the 40- 
year-old man was dead. 

Sources said the murder 
was drug-related, and police 
said they found no evidence 
of a forced entry into the 
apartment. Investigators ex- 
pect to learn more from the 
medical examiner’s autopsy. 

Serious crime is down in the 
76th Precinct, with 50 percent 
fewer rapes this year, 9 percent 
fewer assaults and 7 percent 
fewer butglaries, police said. 

The spike in murders — 
thought not statistically signif- 
icant — remains a significant 
drop from the 12 homicides of 
1995 and the 13 in 1990, the 
precinct’s “bad old days.” 

Shoe snatch 

These shoes were made for 
walking. And that’s just what 
they did. 

On Nov 28, a woman 
helped herself to a luxury 
shoe collection worth more 
than $5,000 at the Bergen 
Street home of her estranged 
husband, police said. 

The husband, 42, was not 
at the home, near Hoyt Street, 
around 5 pm when his wife 
stopped by, telling the man’s 
mother that she needed to 
drop off some papers. 

But Mom did not see what 
her daughter-in-law took 
when she left. The missing 
shoes included two pairs of 
Gucci sneakers, worth over 
$500 each, a pair of Prada 
trainers, three pairs of ostrich 
and crocodile shoes, and two 
pairs of alligator-skin shoes 
costing $875 and $1,500. 

The woman also took a 
DVD player and other articles 
of clothing, police said. 

Escape foiled 

The thief snatched several 
gadgets that would be perfect 
in eluding police on a high- 
speed escape, but there was 
only one problem: he couldn’t 
get out of the store. 

At 2:30 pm on Nov. 28, 


cops arrested a man after he 
allegedly attacked a security 
guard who said he saw the 
man steal a Magellan naviga- 
tion device, a radar detector, a 
power drill and an article of 
clothing from a store in the 
Atlantic Terminal Mall. 

The guard tried to detain 
the man, but the thief resisted, 
kicking, flailing his arms and 
throwing a sharp elbow into 
the guard’s shoulder. 

This sent the security offi- 
cer flying into the wall and 
herniating a disc in his spinal 
column, according to police. 
Later, when the injured offi- 
cer was ushering the thug 
away, he head-butted the ele- 
vator door and kicked out the 
glass on a security alarm, 
causing significant damage, 
police said. 

Screwed 

You don’t always get what 
you ask for. 

On Nov. 30, a violent de- 
mand for $100 landed two 
teenage thugs in the slammer. 

Police arrested the pair of 
15 -year-old girls after they 
jumped three victims on the 
comer of Clinton and 

Lafayette avenues, at 4:18 
pm, police said. 

One young thug grabbed a 
girl from behind, grabbing her 
hair, punching her and 
wrestling her into a pile of 
garbage. During the attack, 
the second teen punched one 
of the victim’s friends in the 
eye and held the other one off 
with a screwdriver. 

Despite the violence of the 
attack, the two teens netted 
nothing, according to police. 
Instead, they earned a pair of 
felony robbery charges. 

Sleeper mug 

Two thugs robbed a Pratt 
Institute student as he walked 
home after dark on Nov. 25, 
police said. 

The muggers jumped the 
23-year-old artist from behind 
as he reached the comer of 
Gates and Vanderbilt avenues 
at 9 pm. One thug locked him 
in a choke hold and told him, 
“Go to sleep... You wanna 
die?” police said. Meanwhile, 
the second thief snatched his 
bag. 

The pair fled north on Van- 
derbilt with $30, the victim’s 
Pratt ID and Illinois driver’s 
license, his iPod, and a Veri- 
zon cell phone, police said. 
They left the victim behind 
with a cut and swollen right 

Police launched a search 
for a black man, 6-foot- 1 and 
160 pounds, with close-cut 
hair and wearing waist-length 
blue jacket. The victim did not 
get a good look at the other 
thug. 

Hero heist 

The camera caught all the 
pre-dawn action on Nov. 29. 

Grainy footage from the se- 
curity video shows a thug 
tossing a rock through the 
glass door of a Lafayette Av- 
enue sandwich franchise just 
See BLOTTER on page 4 



Introducing Dr. John Guo 


Ruyi Bodywork of Brooklyn 


Treatment for: 

Acupuncture • Herbal Medicine • Acupressure 
Shiatsu • Qi Gon Massage • Foot Reflexology 

234 Court St. (near Baltic St.) 718-643-6892 



'NEED A RIDE?' 


We go anywhere 
♦;#7JFK, LG A, NWK 

Luxury cars, minivans, & 
wedding limos available 



i Court Express 
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Loose 
Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want!* 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Advanced, Non-invasive 
Implant System” placed in less than E 
two hours, then go out and enjoy your if 
favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As demonstrated by Dr. Tony on ABC News 
I recently on Fox 5 News, this is a one-step, 
non-invasive procedure. No 
lor the typical months of healing or pain 
it discomfort. Competitive prices... 

Call today for your FREE consultation 
and receive 15% OFF any new JHI 

Dentures, Implants or MDI i flpP^F , Tj 
(Mini Dental Implant). 

Must present this ad. Limited time only. 

718-8DENTX5 

(718-833-6895) 

Oral Dental Care 

Home of the Mini-Implant System 
461 77 th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
*We accept Medicaid and most Insurance plans* 



We have a large selection of diamond, 14 kt. gold, 
sterling silver jewelry and fine gifitware 


EVERYTHING MUST GO! 

at 60% off suggested retail price* 




Don’t miss this once in a lifetime chance to purchase 
a beautiful piece of jewelry at unbelievably low low prices!!! 

JEWELS BY SATNICK, LTD. 

196 Joralemon Street (between Court and Clinton) (718) 852-1421 


COMING SOON: LOOK FOR SATNICK'S GRAND OPENING AT OUR NEW LOCATION 


* All sales are final and may not be combined with any other discount or previous sale. Engagement rings, watches, custom & special orders are excluded from this sale. Merchandise bought before Dec. 1 does not apply to this sale. 









There’s nothing quite like giving the 

PERFECT GIFT! 



Alba Botanica 

Organic Bath & Body 
Gift Set 

• Bath & Shower Gel (i2fi.oz.) 

• Very Emollient Body Lotion (120. oz.) 

• Mango Vanilla Moisturizing 
Shave Cream (8 ti.oz.) 

• Exfoliating Towel & Razor 



WE CARRY: Burt’s Bees, Shikai, Alba Organics, 
Ecco Bella, Kiss My Face, Avalon Organics, 
California Baby & Many More Brands 

(718) 230-3802 


BABY IT’S 
COLD OUT! 

Warm up with a new heater 


HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS! 

Huge selection 
of Christmas 
Decorations... 

%% 
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Bows, Lights, & More! 
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We AppreciateYour Business! 
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85 COUrt Street in Downtown Brooklyn 

Open 7 Days A Week • (718) 243-0844 

Subway: A, C, F, M, N, R, 2, 3, 4, 5 • mSM 
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'Soho lofts' on the 
way to Fulton Mall 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Is Fulton Mall the next 
Soho? 

The people who oversee the 
bustling downtown bazaar think 
so, thanks to a renewed push to 
convert hundreds of upper-floor 
offices into artists’ lofts. 

“My experience is loft con- 
version in Soho and Tribeca,” 
said Albert Laboz, the owner 
of a seven-story landmark 
building at 505 Fulton St. on 
the outdoor pedestrian mall. 

“We’d like to do the same 
thing down there and we want 
the city to help us the way 
they helped neighborhoods in 
Manhattan,” added Laboz, 
who is also co-chairman of 
the Fulton Street Mall. 

Many regard the mall — 
which runs from Boerum 
Place to Flatbush Avenue and 
is dominated by chain stores, 
cellphone emporiums, 99-cent 
joints and electronic outlets — 
as a missed opportunity, given 
its location in the center of 
Brooklyn’s business district. 

Yet die mall is the borough’s 
busiest, with 100,000 shoppers 
daily, according to the Fulton 
Mall Improvement Associa- 
tion. Its commercial rents rival 
only Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope and Montague Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, according 
to the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Yet mall officials say the Tar- 
get department store at Adantic 
Center — plus Bruce Ratner’s 
proposed Atlantic Yards com- 
plex at Flatbush and Atlantic 
avenues — show that Fulton 
Mall needs to change its mix. 

“If you sit still, you actually 
can go backwards,” said Ful- 
ton Mall Improvement Asso- 
ciation President Michael 
Weiss. “The big boxes and 
other retailers are competitive. 
Fulton has to do things that in- 

Weiss believes that adding 
residential lofts to the mix at 
Fulton would add to its “diver- 
sity” by bringing new people in. 

“What people have found 
in Red Hook and DUMBO is 
live- work [studio and residen- 
tial space together] and it has 
been good for the neighbor- 



This building, on Fulton Mall near Jay Street, is being eyed 
for Soho-style artist's lofts. 


hoods. We could easily con- 
vert some of the space above 
the storefronts into that kind 
of loft space,” he said. 

The only question would be 
whether the spaces would be 
affordable to artists and ad- 
vantageous to property own- 
ers, Weiss said. 

Fulton Mall was part of the 
Downtown Brooklyn Plan 
that was approved by the city 
last year, but no specifics were 
offered. 

A loft-filled mall does fit in 
with the Plan’s stated goal of a 
mixed-use downtown, but op- 
ponents say any proposal to 
bring artists to Fulton Street 
smacks of gentrification. 

“That space is very impor- 
tant to black New Yorkers,” 
said Allison Dean, an urban 
planner who studied the mall 
for Pratt Institute. 

“People grew up going there 
with grandmothers,” Dean said. 
“When you ask why they still 
shop there, they say it’s one of 
the last places left in Brooklyn 


where they can still bargain for 
a deal. I don’t see how loft de- 
velopment will benefit these 
shoppers.” 

Nonetheless, Weiss’s group 
has begun talking with down- 
town planners and will soon 
offer proposals to the city, 
which would have to rezone 
the area for residential use. 

Proponents believe the Ful- 
ton district, with its Ro- 
manesque buildings and busy 
streets, could be eligible for 
the same city subsidies that 
lured residential developers to 
convert old office buildings in 
Lower Manhattan. 

If artists start filling the 
lofts upstairs, the businesses 
downstairs are destined to 
change, too, experts said. 

“Nicer stores are coming,” 
said Eddie Aydag, the owner 
of Mirage Boutique, a 
woman’s clothing store with 
two locations on the mall. 

But Aydag thinks the strip 
will be less like Soho and more 
like 34th Street in Manhattan. 

Before the Civil War, Fulton 
Street was a way station along 
the Underground Railroad, as es- 
caped slaves headed for Canada 
via the Fulton Ferry docks. 

By the end of the 19th cen- 
tury, the street was known for 
its stately brick buildings and 
upscale department stores. 

The fancy buildings re- 
main, but the big-name stores 
and luncheonettes have long 
since fled to the suburbs. The 
high-volume stores that filled 
the vacuum remain. 


IT KNOWS IF YOU’VE 
BEEN GOOD. 


RELIGIOUS 

SERVICES 


Congregation 
Kol Israel 

Located in Prospect Heights 


Park Slope 
Jewish Center 


Adult Ed H. Hebrew School 
Rabbi Carie Carter 
Park Slope's Egalitarian, 
Conservative Synagogue 

768-1453 R283 , 

Union 

Temple 

Park Slope's Friendliest Reform Congregation 



MINI OF MANHATTAN 


555 West 57th Street 


(at 11th Avenue) 


New York, NY 


212. 586. MINI 


www.mininyc.com 


'Tis the season at MINI of Manhattan! 


©2005 MINI, a division of BMW of North America, LLC. The MINI name and logo are registered trademarks. 

Ulili^LEbi 


250 Cad 
Conservati ve/Ega I ita ria n 
A House for Prayer/ A Home for People 

718 - 875-9124 

Friday Eve Services 6:30pm 


Shabbat Shalom! 


Presented by 

B'nai Avraham 

of Brooklyn Heights 
117 Remsen St. • 596-4840 
Rabbi Aaron Raskin 

Candle 

Lighting 

Vayetzei 

Fri., December 9, before 4:10pm 

Vayishlach 

Fri., December 16, before 4:12pm 


ORATING 52 V £ 

door Store ;: 

FURNITURE FOR HOME & OFFICE 


Just add a big bow. 

10 day limited offer! 

Clinton Chair $ 179" 

Will be *199" starting 12/19/05. 
this chair anywhere*! 



NOW OPEN IN 
BROOKLYN! 
475 Atlantic 
Avenue 

Between 3rd 
and Nevins. 
(718) 237-6888 
M-Sat: 10-7, 
Thurs: 10-8, 
Sun: 11-6 


MANHATTAN-QUALITY SHOPPING... 

IN BROOKLYN! 



Your neighborhood 
market - with the low 
prices & convenience 
you deserve! 


Largest selection of 

NATURAL 
ORGANIC 
PRODUCTS 1 


Great selection of 


BEERS 
& ALES 

from around 



Gourmet Deli, 
Cheeses, 
and Meats 



Open 24 hours, 7 days a week, 

365 days a year! 


369 Flatbush Ave. 

(between 7th & 8th Avenues) 

Home Delivery Service Available 

(718) 789-3007 


Owning A Home 

Has Never Been Easier! 



• Streamlined 
Application Process 

• Pre-approvals 
in 24 hours 

• Residential & 
Commercial Mortgages 

• 1st & 2nd Mortgages 

• Direct Lending 

• Low or no down 
payment options 

• Post-bankruptcy & 
no credit approvals 

• No income / 

no asset verification 


LIBERTY CAPITAL 

Purchases MORTGAGES Refinance 


John Errante 
Senior 
Mortgage 


2351 HYLAN BLVD SI NY 10306 • LICENSED MORTGAGE BANKER NYS BANKING DEPT 
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Bad start to day for a 
morning mug victim 


POLICE BLOTTER 


By Lilo H. Stainton 

The Brooklyn Papers 

You know it’s going to 
be a bad day when you’re 
robbed at gunpoint before 
10 am. 

A 39-year-old man found 
that out on Dec. 2, when he 
was followed by two strangers 
after leaving his bank on 
Ninth Street, between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues. 

When the strangers caught 
up with him, one poked a gun 
into the back of his head. 

“Don’t even think about it or 
I’ll put a hole in your head,” the 
gunman said, dramatically. 

The other robber reached 
into the victim’s pocket and 
removed the just-withdrawn 
$680. The pair of thieves ran 
down Ninth Street before the 
victim could get a good look 
at them, police said. 

Outside grocery 

Beggars can’t be choosers, 
but they can be takers. 

A 29-year-old woman 
learned that the hard way on 
Nov. 29, as she left a Flatbush 
Avenue supermarket just before 
midnight, according to police. 


The woman told police that 
a man with a dark hood asked 
her for some spare change as 
she walked away from the 
grocery, at Eighth Avenue. 

As she nervously walked, 
her wallet fell from her coat 
pocket and the panhandler 
pounced, snatching it and 
walking quickly down Flat- 
bush Avenue, police said. 

The billfold held her ID 
card for the Brooklyn District 
Attorney’s office, and various 
credit cards. Although the vic- 
tim cancelled her accounts 
within minutes, the thief had 
already charged a $76 Metro- 
Card, police said. 

Slasher arrest 

A dispute between co- 
workers at a Butler Street of- 
fice grew violent on Nov. 25, 
leaving one man with a cut on 
his leg and the other with a 
ticket to jail. 

The brouhaha escalated 
around 1:30 pm, when one em- 
ployee of the petroleum stor- 
age company pulled a knife 


and threatened to cut the other 
worker, according to police. 

The men were separated af- 
ter a brief scuffle, but when he 
got home, the 38-year-old vic- 
tim realized he had been cut in 
the knee during the fisticuffs. 

Police want to question the 
knife-man, who fled the office 
after the fight. Police de- 
scribed him as a Hispanic 
man, 5-foot-2 and 250 
pounds, dressed in a black 
jacket and work boots when 
he left work. 

Gunpoint rob 

Chivalry is dead, but at least 
the husband and wife are alive. 

A husband whose wife 
dropped him off in front of 
their President Street home 
while she looked for parking 
was mugged just as he got to 
his top step at shortly after 
11:30 pm on Dec. 2. 

The thief slipped his hand 
into the husband’s jacket 
pocket and when the victim 
tried to remove it, the robber 
pulled a gun and said, “I’ll 


blow your head off.” 

The man turned over his 
wallet, but it wasn’t enough 
for this thief, police said. “You 
have more,” he said, then 
started checking the man’s 
pockets himself. 

After stealing the man’s tan 
bag, checkbook, electronic ad- 
dress book, wallet with $160, 
his Medicare cards and dri- 
ver’s license, the perp jumped 
on a bicycle and peddled west 

We want 
your ideas 

The Brooklyn Papers is so- 
liciting opinion pieces on a 
wide range of topics, includ- 
ing, but not limited to, poli- 
tics, news, development, real 
estate, lifestyle trends, hu- 
mor, and day-to-day life in 
the best city in the world. If 
you've got 400 interesting, 
gripping or fun words in you 
on any op-ed topic, send 
them to: 


subject line "op-ed." Thanks. 


on President Street, toward 
Seventh Avenue, police said. 

Cops are looking for a His- 
panic man, 5-foot-7 and 140 
pounds. The wife eventually 
found parking. 

Escape foiled 

The thief snatched several 
gadgets that would be perfect 
in eluding police on a high- 
speed escape, but there was 
only one problem: he couldn’t 
get out of the store. 

At 2:30 pm on Nov. 28, cops 
arrested a man after he alleged- 
ly attacked a security guard who 
said he saw the man steal a nav- 
igation device and a radar de- 
tector from a department store 
in the Atlantic Terminal Mall. 

The guard tried to detain 
the man, but the thief resisted, 
kicking, flailing his arms and 
throwing a sharp elbow into 
the guard’s shoulder. 

This sent the guard flying 
into the wall, herniating a disc 
m his spinal column, police 
said. Later, with the injured offi- 
cer ushering the thug away, the 
suspect head-butted the elevator 
door and kicked out the glass on 
a security alarm, causing signif- 
icant damage, police said. 



^ackayea ^^Aaosefftonv! 

$249.00-3 c )TlantAs/ 
$399.00-6 IflontAs/ 
$599.00-12 THontU 

s4M/ gifts/ include/: 

€? Unlimited guest passes for friends and family (limited 2 p/p) 

Our exclusive health track training system ($156 value). 

H Nutritional counseling ($99 value). 

$20 in “Club Bucks” that can be used for shakes, pro shop and tanning. 
One time personal training offer of $99 for 3 introductory training sessions. 


PARK SLOPE 

191 15TH ST. BROOKLYN 
T:718.965.6200 
OPEN 24HRS 


4 t % 


BAY RIDGE 

9215 4TH AVE. BROOKLYN 
T:718. 238. 9400 
OPEN 24HRS 


www. harbor fitness.com 


NEW LOCATION @ 182 21st STREET 


MUSIC TOGETHER 


of Greenwood Heights 

45 minutes of baby/toddler musical fun each week 
CLASSES BEGIN TAN. 6TH. REGISTER NOW!! 
Contact us for a free trial class. 

718-483-1690 

www.musictogetherofgreenwoodheights.com 


December Invites you to join the 

Brooklyn Society (^) 
for Ethical Culture 

or just stop in and check us out 

Sun., Dec. 11 - Family Winter Festival & Party 11AM 

Join “Giving and Receiving” Reflection (Party/Style); 

Bring food, money, or presents for prisoners, soldiers in 
Iraq, or people displaced by local/global disasters; all ages 
welcome; get info 4 Festivals/Service Family membership 
or 3 Sunday monthly kids program: 
ethicalkin@hotmail.com 


Sat., Dec. 17 - CSA FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL’S 
WINTER CRAFT FAIR 11AM-4PM 

jewelry, clothing, stained glass etc.; fair tradecrafts 

Orientation to Ethical Culture: 3rd Sundays 

12:30 after 11:00 morning program 
most Fridays 8pm 


GOOD COFFEEHOUSE MUSIC PARLOR 

Fri., Dec. 16: Angela Lockhart, Akus, Carle Feiner, 
Prof Louis et al - Community - Involved Spoken Word 
December 26, 27, 28 5:30P.M. Life & Ethics: Kwanzaa 
Empowerment Series w/local leader panels, celebrations 



Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
53 Prospect Park West at 2nd St 
| (718) 768-2972 • (718) 783-2298 • bsec.org 
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LET GO 

of your Stomach 


Ij^^^Problems 



experiencing any 
of these 
symptoms? 

• Early fullness while eating 

• Post-meal fullness 

• Bloating 

You may have a digestive condition 
called DYSPEPESIA, which may occur 
during or after eating. Our physicians 
are conducting a research study for 
DYSPEPSIA with the investigational use 
of an already approved medication and 
invite you to take part. If you qualify 
you will receive all 


tA 


(V 


718 - 349-3774 


www.belly911.com 
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Christmas at Plymouth 


Rev. David C. Fisher, Senior Minister 

Sun., Dec. I I • I 1:00 a.m. 
Worship Service and Christmas Pageant 

Plymouth Sanctuary, Orange Street 

Sun., Dec. 18 • 5:30 p.m. 
Christmas Carol Service 

Plymouth Sanctuary, Orange Street 

Sat., Dec. 24 • 5:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Plymouth Sanctuary, Orange Street 


Plymouth 
Church 04, 
Pilgrims 

Gathering in joy and faith 


Orange Street, between Hicks and Henry 
Brooklyn Heights 


www.plymouthchurch. org 


r Win $50 ' 
in Clothes! 


Every $25 purchase 
Sets you in our 
2nd anniversary 
raffle. Win a sift 
certificate for 
$100 of clothins 
from Luce. 


CASUAL • FORMAL • FUN 



luce 


on the hook 
boutique 

281 Van Brunt Street (bet. Visitation & Pioneer) 
Open: Tuesdays - Saturdays • ^«*m| 
luceonthehook@yahoo.com 7 1 8.852. 1 345 


Judge: NY immune to Fed gun law 


Associated Press 

A federal law designed 
to give the gun industry 
broad immunity from law- 
suits filed by crime vic- 
tims and violence-plagued 
cities does not apply to a 
pending suit by the city of 
New York, a federal judge 
has mled. 

If upheld, Judge Jack B. 
Weinstein’s ruling would raise 
questions about the point of 
the federal legislation, which 
was championed by the Na- 
tional Rifle Association and 
signed into law by President 
Bush in October. 

Weinstein said in a 97-page 
opinion last Friday that the 
legislation contained an ex- 
ception wide enough to allow 
New York’s claim to go for- 

In a victory for gun makers, 
however, Weinstein also re- 
jected the city’s argument that 
the law was unconstitutional. 

“As constmed, the act ade- 
quately balances congression- 
al concern over the viability of 
the handgun industry and the 


concern of the states and mu- 
nicipalities for the safety of 
their populations against hand- 
gun violence spawned by care- 
less merchandising,” Wein- 


Assoda ted Press 

A federal judge has 
upheld the NYPD’s practice 
of randomly searching sub- 
way riders’ bags, saying the 
intrusion on people’s priva- 
cy is minimal while the 
threat of a terrorist bombing 
is “real and substantial.” 

Police tightened security in 
the nation’s largest subway 
system in July after the deadly 
terrorist attacks in London’s 
underground. 

“The risk of a terrorist 
bombing of New York City’s 
subway system is real and 
substantial,” U.S. District 
Judge Richard M. Berman 
said in his ruling last Friday. 


Acknowledging that his de- 
cision would be controversial, 
the judge immediately sus- 
pended all action in the trial in 


The New York Civil Liber- 
ties Union had challenged the 
searches, arguing that riders 
were being subjected to a 
pointless and unprecedented 
invasion of their privacy. 

The judge cited the testimo- 
ny of police officials who said 
the searches might cause terror- 
ists to choose a different target. 

“Because the threat of terror- 
ism is great and the conse- 
quences of unpreparedness may 
be catastrophic, it would seem 
foolish not to rely upon those 
qualified persons in the best po- 
sition to know,” Berman said. 

Gail Donoghue, a city 
lawyer, called the searches a 
“life-and-death” necessity and 
said the city should not wait 


order to allow gun manufac- 

NRA spokesman Andrew 
Amlanandam said he was con- 
fident the bulk of the opinion 


for a specific threat or an at- 
tack to crack down. 

“That kind of complacency 
is a very dangerous thing,” 
she said. “The threat is imme- 
diate. It is real and of extreme 
concern to those who run the 
counterterrorism in this city.” 
During the trial, Deputy Po- 
lice Commissioner David Co- 
hen said the searches keep ter- 
rorists guessing. 

“Unpredictability is the en- 
emy of terrorists and the ally 
of those trying to prevent an 
attack,” said Cohen, who 
joined the police department 
after a three-decade career at 
the CIA analyzing the threat 
of terrorism. 

OUR VIEW, page 15 


would be overturned. 

“We believe it is now the 
law of the land that law-abid- 
ing manufacturers and retailers 
will not be held responsible 
for the independent actions of 
criminals,” Amlanandam said. 

He added that the NRA had 
expected to encounter “judi- 
cial activism” in the law’s ear- 
ly days. 

New York is one of several 
cities suing major U.S. suppli- 
ers of handguns, arguing that 
gun manufacturers violated 
public nuisance law by foster- 
ing a situation that allowed 
widespread access to illegal 
firearms. 

The suit seeks no money 
damages, but wants gun makers 
to more closely police dealers 
who frequently sell guns later 
used to commit crimes. 

Atrial was scheduled to be- 
gin on Nov. 28, but looked 
like it might be derailed by en- 
actment of the federal law, 
which required that most 
pending suits seeking to hold 
gun makers and sellers ac- 
countable for crime “shall be 
immediately dismissed.” 


The act allowed lawsuits 
only if a gun maker or seller 
knowingly violated a law ap- 
plicable to the sale or market- 
ing of firearms. 

Lawrence Greenwald, an 
attorney for Beretta USA, said 
Congress meant that exception 
to apply only to laws specifi- 
cally regulating guns. 

Weinstein interpreted it 
more broadly. 

“If Congress had wanted to 
limit the predicate exception ... 
it could easily have done so. It 
did not,” he wrote. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
praised the ruling in a written 
statement and said the shoot- 
ing of a New York police offi- 
cer during a traffic stop earlier 
in the week is “deadly evi- 
dence that the scourge of guns 
in the city is ever-present.” 

“Our lawsuit is designed 
and intended to stop this 
scourge,” Bloomberg said. 
“With the gun industry com- 
pletely unwilling to take rea- 
sonable steps to control their 
own dealers, the city has no 
recourse but to go to the 


Court: Bag search OK 


POLICE BLOTTER... 


Continued from page 2 
before 5:30 am, police said. 
The burglar then burst through 
the door, his body barreling 
into the cash register inside. 

The force helped the thug 
pop open the drawer, which 
contained $2,000. Black 
gloves on the thief’s hands 
prevented police from finding 
his fingerprints at the store, 
near South Elliott Place. 

Welder stolen 

A sticky-fingered handy- 
man snatched a $7,000 weld- 
ing machine and other power 
tools from a Grand Avenue 
home on Dec. 1, police said. 

The victim, 53, discovered 
his back door broken open 
around 9:30 pm that night. He 
had left his home, near Gates 
Avenue, early that morning. 
But a lot happened while he 
was gone. A woman told po- 
lice that three or four strangers 
broke into the home and stole 
the gas welder, a circular saw, 
a Sawzall and a screw gun. 
She also saw the license plate 


number on the grey Ford 
Econoline van. 

Red Hook rob 

The trio of thugs who 
mugged a man on Columbia 
Street in the pre-dawn dark- 
ness of Dec. 1 did its best to 
keep the victim from talking. 

Police said the robbers 
jumped the man as he walked 
by the Red Hook houses, be- 
tween Bush Street and Centre 
Mall, around 3:50 am. One thief 


smacked the victim in the face 
with a mysterious object, split- 
ting the man’s upper lip, police 
said. The three thugs then 
robbed the man and ran off. 

The victim walked to the 
76th Precinct stationhouse, on 
Union Street. But the man’s 
cut and swollen lip made talk- 
ing difficult, so the victim was 
unable to give them a detailed 
description of the robbers. He 
also couldn’t say how much 
money had been taken. 


Perps nabbed 

Crime tip #1: Don’t sell 
where you steal. 

A 13-year-old learned this 
lesson the hard way after po- 
lice arrested him for allegedly 
stealing $1,675 worth of elec- 
tronics from an Irving Place 
apartment — and then pawn- 
ing them on the sidewalk 
right out front. 

A 23-year-old resident on 
the fourth floor of the build- 
ing, near Putnam Avenue, 
told police she left home at 
10 am on Dec 1. 

When she returned early 
the next morning, she discov- 
ered someone had been in- 
side her home. 

The lock had not been 
forced open, but two iPods, a 
laptop computer and a cam- 
era were missing. 

Another resident told po- 
lice she saw a young teenage 
boy, who lives in the build- 
ing, displaying the missing 
items for sale on the pave- 
ment outside. Police quickly 
arrested the boy and his 36- 
year-old aunt. 

Everything except one iPod 
was recovered, cops said. 
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LEGAL NOTICES 






PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 718 789 4600 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY 8< HICKS 718 625 0500 

METROTECH 333 ADAMS STREET AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 718 330 0007 

TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN B'WAY & CHURCH 212 966 5432 


(FROM 


"MEMBERSHIP 


SI FULL IN ADVANCE 
INTRODUCTORY OF 


1EMBERSHIP TERP 
NEW MEMBERS' 


PHOTO 


Product Alert! 

Important Information for Hearing Aid Users. 


Special Event! Saturdays, Dec. 1 0 & 1 7 only! 

Call Today (718) 875-3131 I 858-6734 

Audiology Affiliates/GHS is proud to offer ELI®, a wireless 
Bluetooth® device that allows hearing aid users to talk on 
their mobile phone! 


Finally, I can use my 
mobile phone again! 


■i U 


GRAND OPENING 
SALE 

EXTENDED TO MONDAY, 12/19 

ALL CLUBS CELEBRATE OUR BROOKLYN HEIGHTS OPENING 

$0 INITIATION-ONLY $79 PER MONTH* 


Hearing Aid 
OPEN HOUSE 


FREE demonstration of Oticon Synchro & “ELI” featured 
in Time Magazine (11/21/05) Amazing Inventions of 2005 


• FREE Remote Control with binaural purchase (Oticon Synchro) 

• FREE Eli with binaural BTE purchase (Synchro, Tego Pro, Tego models). 
A $300.00 value. 


Sat. Dec. 10 - 9am-4pm 
Sat. Dec. 17 - 9am- lpm 

Saturday hours by appt only 


Audiology Affiliates/ 
GHS 

“Your Preferred Union Provider” 


142 Joralemon St. #6A 

(718) 875-3131 
(718) 858-6734 
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DECEMBER SPECIAL 

3 Personal Fitness 
Sessions $99 


• Looking to improve your health? 

• Lose Weight? Tone muscle? 

• We can help you attain your Fitness Goals! 



GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE! 

MCS SPECIALIZED 

Private Fitness 

mcsspfitness.com 

409A - 16 th St. (718) 768-8986 

(bet. 8th Ave. & Prospect Park West) ||~e~| | QQ ggg 


A Brooklyn Barbeque Joint 



Open: M-F, 3-ttpm; Sat-Sun, 12-llpm • brooklynbarbq.com 


Judge: NY immune to 
NRA-friendly gun laws 


Associated Press 

A federal law designed 
to give the gun industry 
broad immunity from law- 
suits filed by crime vic- 
tims and violence-plagued 
cities does not apply to a 
pending suit by the city of 
New York, a federal judge 
has mled. 

If upheld, Judge Jack B. 
Weinstein’s ruling would raise 
questions about the point of 
the federal legislation, which 
was championed by the Na- 
tional Rifle Association and 
signed into law by President 
Bush in October. 

Weinstein said in a 97-page 
opinion last Friday that the 
legislation contained an ex- 
ception wide enough to allow 
New York’s claim to go for- 

In a victory for gun makers, 
however, Weinstein also re- 
jected the city’s argument that 
the law was unconstitutional. 

“As construed, the act ade- 
quately balances congression- 
al concern over the viability of 
the handgun industry and the 
concern of the states and mu- 
nicipalities for the safety of 
their populations against 
handgun violence spawned by 
careless merchandising,” We- 
instein wrote. 

Acknowledging that his de- 
cision would be controversial, 
the judge immediately sus- 
pended all action in the trial in 
order to allow gun manufac- 
turers to appeal. 

NRA spokesman Andrew 
Arulanandam said he was 
confident the bulk of the opin- 
ion would be overturned. 

“We believe it is now the 
law of the land that law-abid- 
ing manufacturers and retail- 
ers will not be held responsi- 
ble for the independent actions 
of criminals,” Arulanandam 
said. 

He added that the NRA had 
expected to encounter “judi- 
cial activism” in the law’s ear- 
ly days. 

New York is one of several 
cities suing major U.S. suppli- 
ers of handguns, arguing that 
gun manufacturers violated 


public nuisance law by foster- 
ing a situation that allowed 
widespread access to illegal 
firearms. 

The suit seeks no money 
damages, but wants gun mak- 
ers to more closely police 
dealers who frequently sell 
guns later used to commit 

A trial was scheduled to be- 
gin on Nov. 28, but looked like 
it might be derailed by enact- 
ment of the federal law, which 
required that most pending 
suits seeking to hold gun mak- 
ers and sellers accountable for 


Associated Press 

A federal judge has 
upheld the NYPD’s prac- 
tice of randomly searching 
subway riders’ bags, say- 
ing the intrusion on peo- 
ple’s privacy is minimal 
while the threat of a terror- 
ist bombing is “real and 
substantial.” 

Police tightened security in 
the nation’s largest subway 
system in July after the deadly 
terrorist attacks in London’s 
underground. 


crime “shall be immediately 
dismissed.” 

The act allowed lawsuits 
only if a gun maker or seller 
knowingly violated a law ap- 
plicable to the sale or market- 
ing of firearms. 

Lawrence Greenwald, an at- 
torney for Beretta USA, said 
Congress meant that exception 
to apply only to laws specifi- 
cally regulating guns. 

Weinstein interpreted it 
more broadly. 

“If Congress had wanted to 
limit the predicate exception ... 
it could easily have done so. It 


“The risk of a terrorist 
bombing of New York City’s 
subway system is real and 
substantial,” U.S. District 
Judge Richard M. Berman 
said in his ruling last Friday. 

The New York Civil Liber- 
ties Union had challenged the 
searches, arguing that riders 
were being subjected to a 
pointless and unprecedented 
invasion of their privacy. 

The judge cited the testimo- 
ny of police officials who said 
the searches might cause terror- 
ists to choose a different target. 


did not,” he wrote. 

Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
praised the ruling in a written 
statement and said the shoot- 
ing of a New York police offi- 
cer during a traffic stop earlier 
in the week is “deadly evi- 
dence that the scourge of guns 
in the city is ever-present.” 

“Our lawsuit is designed 
and intended to stop this 
scourge,” Bloomberg said. 
“With the gun industry com- 
pletely unwilling to take rea- 
sonable steps to control their 
own dealers, the city has no re- 
course but to go to the courts.” 


“Because the threat of terror- 
ism is great and the conse- 
quences of unpreparedness may 
be catastrophic, it would seem 
foolish not to rely upon those 
qualified persons in the best po- 
sition to know,” Berman saicL 
Gail Donoghue, a city 
lawyer, called the searches a 
“life-and-death” necessity and 
said the city should not wait 
for a specific threat or an at- 
tack to crack down. 

“That kind of complacency 
is a very dangerous thing,” 
she said. “The threat is imme- 
diate. It is real and of extreme 
concern to those who run the 
counterterrorism in this city.” 
During the trial, Deputy Po- 
lice Commissioner David Co- 
hen said the searches keep ter- 
rorists guessing. 

“Unpredictability is the en- 
emy of terrorists and the ally 
of those trying to prevent an 
attack,” said Cohen, who 
joined the police department 
after a three-decade career at 
the CLA analyzing the threat 
of terrorism. 
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Court OKs search 
of bags in subway 


w 

PAW-ty 

cakes 

And other freshly 
baked dog treats 

PLUS: holistic remedies, holistic pet foods, 

aromatherapy, canine couture and more... 

Buttercup’s PAW-ttoerie ■ ■ 

All Natural DogBaKery 

63 5th ave (st. marks) 

(718) 399-2228 
open llam-8pm 7 days a week 
www.buttercupspaw.com • Free 



In>home Dog Training 

Dedicated to educating your dog and you! 



At Confident K-9 Education, you and your companion 
will receive the best guidance and education available 
in Brooklyn. Certified Dog Trainer Kimberly Dillon will 
become your dog’s teacher, mentor and friend through 
positive reinforcement training. 

Confident K-9 Education 
718-704-6821 

www.confidentk9education.com 

Your dog's behavioral success depends on you... 
Train them now / don't blame them later! 


Russ, the tax man, 
formerly of Tax World 

can now be reached at 


(917) 544-4015 


n, Business Accounting, Payroll S 


Russ Kolbert, E.A. Enrolled Agent 


RussKolbert@yahoo.com 


“Medicare Prescription Plan: 
Unraveling the Mystery” 

A free presentation at 
Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay 


Medicare D differs from Medicare A and B: 
private insurance companies offer the 
benefit and you sign up for this service 
with your provider. The government sets a 
minimum standard for what this insurance 
must cover — and private insurers use that 
as a starting point when offering their 
coverage. Please join us for an explanation 
of the new Medicare Prescription Plan 
and find out how it works with other 
healthcare coverage. 

Sunrise Senior Living is committed to further - 
ing the knowledge of senior living topics through 
events and seminars designed to help and 
inform seniors and their caregivers. 

Sunrise . W ^ mn 

SENIOR LIVING I f M*dkri-L#*n*r 

Sunrise at Sheepshead Bay *71 8-61 6-1 850 

221 1 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 235 

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com 


"Medicare Prescription Plan: 
Unraveling the Mystery" 

by Robin Harvey 
of Aetna Insurance Company 

Saturday, December 17 
1 :00pm 

RSVP requested but not required 
Call 71 8-61 6-1 850 
for more information 



SALE 


EXTENDED TO MONDAY, 12/19 

ALL CLUBS CELEBRATE OUR BROOKLYN HEIGHTS OPENING 


$0 INITIATION-ONLY $79 PER MONTH* 

FOR A 10V 2 MONTH MEMBERSHIP 





EASTERN ATHLETIC 


PROSPECT PARK 17 EASTERN PARKWAY AT GRAND ARMY PLAZA 718 789 4600 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 43 CLARK STREET BETWEEN HENRY & HICKS 718 625 0500 

METROTECH 333 ADAMS STREET AT THE MARRIOTT HOTEL 718 330 0007 

TRIBECA 80 LEONARD STREET BETWEEN B’WAY & CHURCH 212 966 5432 


*MEMBERSHIP FEE IS PAID IN FULL IN ADVANCE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP TERM (FROM THE DATE OF JOINING THROUGH 11/1/06). 
THIS INTRODUCTORY OFFER IS FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY. PHOTO ID REQUIRED. 
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To Our Riders and Our Union Brothers and Sisters 
in Public Service from NYC Transit Workers 




rare 


Our contract deadline with the MTA, Thursday December 15, is fast 
approaching. We need your understanding and support. 

Do not be fooled or misled by the MTA. Not even if they try to bribe you 
with conveniently timed discount fares 

Don’t forget their record and their lies. They lied about their books, keep- 
ing two sets of them. They raised fares in order to maintain service levels, 
so they said. But once they jacked up fares by a whopping 33%, they then 
started cutting service on buses and on trains, yielding longer waits, less 
service, dirtier trains, dirtier stations and dirtier buses. 

Now the MTA has a surplus. $1.04 billion! They have decided to use the surplus to hand out 
token bribes instead of shelving their plans to raise your fares every two years. Why? They 
want to establish the rule - they play . . . you pay! 

The MTA is trying desperately to burn the surplus. They have an urge to splurge. Maybe a 
new headquarters! Maybe a platform over the West side rail yards! Maybe give the money to 
security contractors . . . even though there is $600 million of unspent security money sitting 
in a room in Albany! No way will they consider using it to relieve your pain, let alone our 
pain! 

We carry more riders than any transportation system in America, and we do it using fewer 
workers per passenger than any other system. This takes a toll on us. The MTA pays well 
below the national average for our members’ health benefits. But we suffer more, get sick 
and sicker, get killed or die more than the average in the city, the state, the country! 

Now, in these negotiations they want us to pay while they play. The surplus will not last for- 
ever, they say, so let’s negotiate like there is a deficit. But if the fiscal situation years down 
the road is uncertain, there are reasons why. Over the years the state has cut its contribu- 
tion to mass transit. The city too has reduced its level of real support. Why should we pay 
as a result? 

The MTA wants us to pay by sacrificing our unborn and our 
retirees. We will not. The MTA wants us to surrender our working 
conditions and protections that we fought for and earned over 
decades of struggle. We will not. 

Instead, we seek to improve our working conditions and our lives. 
Our bus operators, train crews and station agents develop long- 
term medical problems because of the conditions they work in. 
Often, they don’t even get a chance to relieve themselves. We can- 
not tolerate this any longer. 

s \ - "“'j h\ m IrS ~ 1/ Jl 

Please stand by us. We will do everything we can to achieve a fair settlement by December 
15. But we will not accept working without a contract! 



A message from the 38,000Men and Women of 

Transport Workers Union Local 1 00 

We Move New York 
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Washing machine becomes a soap star 


I T IS JUST A HUMBLE 
Wascomat Junior W74 
double-loader, like mil- 
lions of others across the land. 
But one partic- 
ular Wascomat 
Junior W74 
double-loader 

ular Brooklyn 
laundromat 
has become 
for tens of thousands of chil- 
dren what Graceland is to 
Elvis fans. 

Every week for the past 
year or so, a handful of tots 
fdter into Luis Alava’s laun- 
dromat at 358 Sixth Ave. in 
Park Slope for a private audi- 
ence with the washing ma- 
chine with the big “M” on its 
face. 

The “Knuffle Bunny” ma- 
chine, that is. 

For a few months, Alava 
didn’t understand why par- 
ents were flocking to his 
nondescript laundromat and 
taking pictures of their kids 
in front of the Wascomat Ju- 
nior W74 double-loader with 
the “M” on the front. 

But finally, a customer 
showed him “Knuffle Bun- 
ny: A Cautionary Tale,” a 
kid’s book by award-winning 
Slope author Mo Willems, 
that uses photographs and 
drawings to tell the story of 
a harried father, a cheery in- 
fant, and beloved bunny doll 


that gets lost in a Wascomat 
Junior W74 double-loader. 

It has an ‘M” on the front. 
Just like Alava’s Wascomat 


Junior W74 double-loader. 

Now, Alava said he can 
pick out a Knuffle Bunny fan 
a block away. He sees them 
standing in front of the laun- 
dromat and comparing the 
facade with the photographs 
in Willems ’s book before 
coming inside. And then they 
gravitate towards the “M.” 
The other giveaway is that 
they’re not toting laundry, ei- 
ther. 

Alava said. “They come in 
and all they want to do is 
take a picture of themselves 
with the ‘M’ machine.” 

He says he doesn’t mind 
— even though he’s in the 
laundry, not child-care, busi- 

“If it makes the kids hap- 
py, I’m happy,” he said. “For 
the children, that ‘M’ ma- 
chine is everything.” 

Willems professed to be 
stunned — and bemused — 
at the fame of the stainless 
steel celebrity squeezed be- 


tween the “L” and “N” ma- 

“I was at that laundromat 
for maybe all of 10 minutes, 
taking pictures,” Willems said. 
“The only reason I chose that 
place was because of Luis’s 


wdlmgness to sign a release. 
I’m not sure he knew what he 
was signing. I not only get his 
soul, but free use of the ‘M’ 
machine in perpetuity.” 

As a tip of the hat, Willems 
did include the address of 


Alava’s joint on the inside 
cover of “Knuffle Bunny,” 
but said he would regret it if 
the laundromat became over- 
run by crawling fans making 
pilgrimages. 

“I don’t want the place to 


become like the Soup Nazi,” 
he said. 

Not to worry. The other 
day, several customers went 
about their business with nary 
a glance at the unused “M” 
machine. 


When told that she was in 
the presence of the most-fa- 
mous Wascomat Junior W74 
double-loader in the country, 
Shanee Woodbridge offered 
her respects, but still chose 
another machine. 


“Look sugar,” Woodbridge 
said. “I work in high-end tile, 
so I know celebrities.” 

It was unclear if Wood- 
bridge meant the tile or the 
customers. 

lmntsman@bmoklynpapers.com 
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Luis Alva (left) with his most popular washing machine, made famous in the Mo Willems book "Knuffle Bunny: A Cautionary Tale" (right). 






Health, Mind & Body 


ABORTION 


ob^ ; 


qyn 


PAVILION 


at the 

Ambulatory Surgery Center of Brooklyn 

WE SERVE WITH CARE AND COMPASSION 
We Accept All Insurance & Medicaid 


■ NYS Licensed & Inspected 

• Joint Commission Accreditation 

• Confidential Abortion 
-Surgical - Medical (RU486) 

■ Safe Low Cost 


• Immediate Appointment (incl.Sat) 

• Parental Consent Not Required 

• Emergency Contraception 

• Free Pregnancy Testing 
■ Multi-lingual staff 


Conveniently Located at 

313 - 43rd St. at 3rd Ave., Sunset Park 


Call for an immediate appointment 

( 800 ) 971-6019 

(718)369-1900 

Near R, N&D trains and 35 & 37 buses 


DENTISTS 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 



Emergency 

Service 


• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings - Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 
mBlIOB 



789-5700 

Financing Available • Insurance Plans Welcomed 


f Quality Dentistry | 


Gentle care in our ultra-modem office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Reconstructive 
Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 

• Bleaching 

• Nitrous Oxide 
(Sweet Air) 


• Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Advanced Sterilization 

• Behavior Modification 

• Sealants 

• Fluoride 

• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 


Saturday & Evening Hours 
357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
768-1111 



DENTISTS 



All phases of 

General & 
Cosmetic 
Dentistry 

Root Canal • Extractions 
Periodontal Work • Crowns 
Bridges • Porcel Venee 
Bleaching • Dentures • Laminates 

Advanced sterilization 
and infection control. 

Jack Irwin, dds 

414 Seventh Avenue 

(bet. 13th & 14th Sts.) 

718/768-8372 

www.j ackir windds .com 

Evening Hours Mon-Frl 
Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment. 

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 
Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Ameritas. 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) Most 

*£? (718)622-8020 fi? 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
pg®# and insurance plans accommodated 



MURRAY FRYD, DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 


(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modern Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

• Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal • Gum Treatment 


All Union and Insurance 
Plans and Medicaid 
Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 


I SPECIAL ATTENTION 
to apprehensive 
Patients & Children 


COME IN FOR YOUR 
FREE TOOTHBRUSH 



Maimonides gets top 
grades on report card 


Maimonides Medical Center 

Maimonides Medical Center re- 
ceived industry-leading grades in the 
annual New York State hospital report 
card released by the Alliance for 
Quality Health Care (AQHC) and the 
Niagara Health Quality Coalition. 

According to the AQHC Honor Roll, 
Maimonides achieved more “three-star” 
ratings than any other healthcare facility in 
New York State. 

The report, which analyzes patient sur- 
vival rates in 16 treatments and procedures 
at over 300 New York State hospitals, gives 
Maimonides “three-star” ratings for its out- 
standing outcomes in seven categories: 
Acute Stroke, Pneumonia, Congestive Heart 
Failure, Craniotomy, Angioplasty and two 
categories of Heart Attack treatment. 

“We’re happy to be recognized for 
quality care in so many areas,” said 


Pamela S. Brier, president and CEO of 
Maimonides. “But we will be happier 
when we have achieved outstanding out- 
comes in all relevant categories of care.” 

According to AQHC, the report’s New 
York State Honor Roll for Inpatient Proce- 
dures and Conditions consists of hospitals 
that have treated at least thirty cases, and 
whose risk-adjusted mortality rate is signif- 
icantly lower than the state average for the 
given mortality indicators. The figures from 
the report are derived from hospital data on 
patients admitted in calendar year 2003. 

The AQHC report is the latest in a string 
of impressive outside evaluations of the 
quality of care at Maimonides Medical Cen- 
ter. HealthGrades, the nationwide supplier of 
independent hospital ratings, recently rated 
Maimonides “Best in New York State” for 
critical care services and also recognized it 
with the 2005 Distinguished Hospital Award 
for Clinical Excellence for the third consecu- 


tive year. It ranked Maimonides in the top 
five percent nationally for angioplasty and 
stroke treatment, and in the top ten percent 
for overall pulmonary care. 

In addition, Maimonides is the only hos- 
pital in New York State to be named both a 
“Most Wired” and a “Most Wireless” 
healthcare institution. These designations 
are made by the American Hospital Associ- 
ation, and refer to the advanced computer 
technology utilized in healthcare. It has 
been demonstrated in numerous studies that 
this technology enhances quality of care, 
patient safety and overall efficiency. 

“We’re pleased - but not surprised by 
these reports,” explained Brier. “We watch 
quality indicators closely and our staff 
have been working on improvements in 
many areas. Although it is great to be 
ranked best in the state this year, our goal 
is to have results next year that reflect 
even better patient outcomes.” 


LICH nursing award winners 


Long Island College Hospital 

The LICH clinical family and 
Elizabeth Butson celebrated the Sixth 
Annual Thomas and Elizabeth Butson 
Awards for Clinical Excellence and 
Compassionate Nursing Practice. 

Carmela Barone, RN, Pediatrics, re- 
ceived the Outstanding Clinical Practice 
award. The Compassion and Sensitivity 
awards went to Eileen Destafano, ANCC, 


Neonatal Intensive Care Unit; Lynette Je- 
remiah, RN, Geriatrics; Carmen DeLa 
Rosa, ANCC, Intensive Care Unit; and 
Michelle Newell, RN, Emergency Depart- 

“Nursing Administration gratefully ac- 
knowledges Mrs. Elizabeth Butson for her 
very generous support of the nurses of 
Long Island College Hospital,” said Bar- 
bara Denninger, RN, MSA, vice president 
of nursing. 


Outstanding nurses at Long Island Col- 
lege Hospital cared for Thomas Butson 
during a long illness. After his death, Eliz- 
abeth Butson established the Butson 
Memorial Award for Clinical Excellence 
and Compassionate Nursing as a way to 
express her family’s heartfelt gratitude to 
the people who make such a difference to 
patients. Nurses nominate colleagues who 
have achieved the highest standards of pa- 
tient care and professional excellence. 


GENERAL PRACTICE | PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Whon u/ac YOIIP Union St. Counseling & Coaching FEMINIST PSYCHOTHERAPY 

VVnen Wab I UUI\ Individuals/Families/Adolescents/Kids ....... ..... 

• Psychotherapy and coaching for people indlVlduals/couples/chlldren 

lact Ia\/C IS»ol 7 of all lifestyles in a warm & convenient specializing in the reduction of stress, 

UllyalVadl • setting in Carroll Gardens relationship crisis & school problems for 

■ ** • Treatment of addiction/depression and . „ ... 

persons of all lifestyles. 

DR. GEORGINE G0RRA, D.S.W., LCSW 
Doctor of Social Work 



















INSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS 


NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS 


CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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Setting the scene 


Director Stroman 
on shooting ‘ The 
Producers ’ at 
Steiner Studios 

By Karen Butler 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

D irector Susan Stroman says there were 
advantages to filming her movie musi- 
cal version of Mel Brooks’s “The Pro- 
ducers” at Steiner Studios before work on the 
brand-new Brooklyn facility was even com- 

“It was great out there and the Steiner peo- 
ple were wonderful,” Stroman told GO 
Brooklyn in Manhattan recently. “It was 90 
percent done and I thought, ‘Maybe the toi- 
lets aren’t going to work.’ But, in fact, it all 
was there and they kept working as we were 
shooting. 

“But because things weren’t totally done, I 
was able to say: ‘I need a dance studio over 
here. I need a warm-up room.’ So, we shaped 
it, and we shaped it for a musical. So now 
any musical movie can move in there and be 

The freshman filmmaker and five-time 
Tony Award-winning director and choreogra- 
pher insists the production suffered none of 
the time-consuming or expensive snafus one 
might imagine plaguing the first major proj- 
ect shot in a new studio. 

“Everything worked!” Stroman declared. 
“To be able to, in the same day, shoot a scene 
in Rio and then shoot a scene in a jail cell 
was great. 

“It was important to do this movie in New 
York. The movie is authentically New York, 
even in its talent. The accountants are all 
Broadway folk. The girls are all accom- 
plished Broadway dancers. Even in crowd 
scenes, I have a couple of Tony Award win- 

“We’re a Broadway story!” the 79-year- 
old Brooks is quoted saying in production 
notes for the film. “It would have been heart- 
breaking not to shoot this movie in New 
York. And here we are in Brooklyn, only 11 
and a half blocks from where I was bom and 
bred. Mostly bred. We were so poor, the 
neighbors had to give birth to me.” [Brooks, 
who is grieving over the death of his wife 
Anne Bancroft, was not available for inter- 

Although Steiner is a new, state-of-the-art, 
100,000-square-foot facility, “The Produc- 
ers” is not the first movie musical shot on the 
site of the Brooklyn Navy Yard. The first was 
the 1949 film, “On the Town,” the opening 
scenes of which were lensed on the lot. The 
filmmakers of “The Producers” thought their 
movie, which is set in 1959 New York City, 
was the ideal choice to continue the tradition. 

“Mark Friedberg, my wonderful produc- 
tion designer, built a 44th Street out there that 
went from Broadway to the river and it had 
Sardi’s and the Shubert Alley. And the St. 
James Theater and Shubert Theater and to 
walk down those streets, I was like Gene 
Kelly,” recalled Stroman. “It was a sound- 
stage like MGM.” 

Based on the record-breaking, Tony 
Award-winning musical, which was itself in- 
spired by Brooks’s Oscar-winning 1968 film 
of the same name, “The Producers” is the 
comic story of how meek and unhappy ac- 
countant Leo Bloom and washed-up, but 
tenacious theater producer Max Bialystock 
conspire to swindle investors out of $2 mil- 
lion by staging the biggest flop in Broadway 
history — a surefire loser that would close 
quickly and allow the pair to keep the money 
left over from the production. 

When Bialystock and Bloom discover 



Embracing Brooklyn: 

The movie adaptation 
of the Broadway musi- 
cal "The Producers," 
which stars Uma Thur- 
man as Ulla Svanson 
and Matthew Broder- 
ick as Leo Bloom 
(above), was shot in 
the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard's Steiner Studios. 
Tony Award-winning 
Susan Stroman (right) 
directed both the film 
and stage versions. 


“Springtime for Hitler — A Gay Romp with 
Adolf and Eva in Berchesgarten,” written by 
the insane, Fuhrer-worshipping playwright, 
Franz Liebkind, they assume they’ve found 
their show. By hiring Roger DeBris, the 
worst director in New York, and his com- 
mon-law assistant, Carmen Ghia, to stage the 
show, how could they miss? 

Stage to screen 

Stroman’s film uses many of the original 
stars of the Broadway show in the roles they 
created. Nathan Lane reprises his role of Bia- 
lystock; Matthew Broderick plays Bloom; 
Gary Beach plays Roger DeBris; and Roger 
Bart plays Carmen Ghia. New additions to 
the cast include film actress Uma Thurman, 
as Ulla, the producers’ stunning Swedish sec- 
retary/chorus girl, and “Saturday Night Live” 


alum Will Ferrell plays the deranged 
Liebkind. 

Stroman believes “The Producers” has en- 
dured for so long, in so many forms because, 
“It is a buddy movie, but everybody in this 
musical comes in and states their wants and 
dreams ... At the end of the musical, it is de- 
livered, and that is what satisfies the audi- 

“Mel Brooks’s characters are working- 
class people that have these wants and 
dreams,” the 51 -year-old Delaware native 
continued. “And I think that has an accessi- 
bility that is appealing. Mel says he writes for 
the people, and I think people see themselves 
in these roles, although these are very eccen- 
tric characters.” 

Stroman says both she and Brooks felt it 
was important to make a film version of the 


Broadway show, not only to preserve the ex- 
traordinary performances of its stars, but also 
to make it available in a format that is acces- 
sible for audiences who can’t afford tickets to 
the stage show or who don’t have the means 
to watch it in the Big Apple. 

“[Brooks] absolutely has that sensibility. 
He wanted someone in Ohio, who is never 
going to make it to New York, to see the per- 
formance of Nathan and Matthew and to hear 
Mel Brooks’s lyrics and music and thank God 
he wants to do that,” Stroman said. 

Brooks still has it 

A renowned director, producer, writer and 
actor in his own right, Brooks concentrated 
on writing the show, and later the movie, and 
honing his unique brand of comedy, entrust- 
ing Stroman, who also directed and choreo- 
graphed the stage musical, to handle most of 
the other details. 

“When we created the musical, I think 
what was great for Mel was he didn’t have to 
worry about anything,” Stroman explained. 
“He . . . just had to worry about the comedy. 
And he wrote and wrote and wrote these 
wonderful lyrics, and it just gave him the 
freedom to be this incredible writer, and that 
is why it is so chock full of comedy. 

“And when we got to the movie, Mel had 
his producer hat on. He was there to say, 
‘You can have whatever you want, just don’t 
spend a penny.’ He would say: ‘Stro, stop 
asking for pie a la mode. Just ask for the 

So, how hard was it to switch gears and 
turn a stage musical based on a non-musical 
movie into a movie musical? Not so hard, 
Stroman swears. Actually, she says “The Pro- 
ducers” was the perfect project for her to cut 
her teeth on, since it required so many of the 
same skills she used in directing stage pro- 
ductions. The fact that many of her actors 
also had considerable film experience and 
knew how to pull back and not play to the 
balcony as they do in theater, also helped, 
she admits. 

“If a [theater] audience is really enjoying 
[a performance], the actor is going to milk 
it,” said Stroman. “If the audience is not re- 
sponsive, they are going to drive that show 
and get home. They are in charge of how fast 
or slow that show goes. 

“But in film, the director is totally in 
charge. The director is the only constant all 
the way through the year, for the entire film. 
I think the editing process was my favorite.” 

Working through tears 

Despite the joy and success “The Produc- 
ers” has brought to all involved, both Brooks 
and Stroman suffered personal tragedies dur- 
ing the course of creating the stage musical 
and new film. Stroman’s husband, musical 
and film director Mike Ockrent, died of 
leukemia shortly after she met Brooks, while 
Brooks’ beloved wife, Bancroft, died of uter- 
ine cancer just as the film was being edited. 

“I know everything he is going through,” 
Stroman confided. “I speak to him almost 
every day. He is grieving, and it is hard for 
him to be out in crowds. He misses her so. 
They were inseparable. We are very close 
and it is strange that this kind of thing would 
happen. The material of ‘The Producers’ is 
like a life raft. It was when I started with it 
and now it is for him.” 

Although Brooks is avoiding the limelight 
these days, Stroman emphasizes he is still 
working hard on new comic projects. 

“We’re talking about making ‘Young 
Frankenstein’ into a musical,” Stroman re- 
vealed. “So much so, that Mel has written, 
like, 10 new songs. It’s good to have a cre- 
ative outlet. When I’ve been going out to Los 
Angeles for different press trips, we’ve got- 
ten together and worked on little sections of 
the musical. It’s rich. It’s a wonderful story. 
But I think that’s a good year-and-a-half 

"The Producers," directed by Susan 
Stroman, opens in limited release on Dec. 
16 and nationwide on Dec. 25. 


SHOPPING 


Craftastic day 

If the term “craft fair” conjures in your mind 
two tables of stained glass ornaments and a creepy 
doll parts tent, you might rethink your presump- 
tions. Craft fair meets 
holiday party as 
. “Bust” magazine 
hosts a raucous, 
i ( . | 12-hour “Holi- 

■ day Craftacular” 
. in Greenpoint on 

1 | Saturday, Dec. 

• I 17. 

The organiz- 
M ers promise an 
I entire afternoon 

M and evening of 
original — and 

in some cases highly unusual — handcrafted 
clothes and accessories made by over 80 visiting 
and local crafters, all accompanied by booze, DJs 
and dancing. 

“Most of the vendors will be these really talent- 
ed crafters that mostly make their products in their 
home,” says “Bust” marketing coordinator Sheila 

Among the rare 
gift items will be 
colorful, 
cheted cupcake 
tree ornaments 
(how did they 
do that!?); 
glittery yar- 
mulke bras 
(it’s for real — 
see it to believe 
it); original iPod 
cozies by Becky Lee 
(pictured, top), which are 
the only way to make an iPod original at this 
point; “hip” holiday stockings; jewelry; beauty 
products; silk-screened T-shirts and handbags. 

Additional handmade goods for sale include 
Hodge Podge’s vintage-inspired doggie sweaters 
(pictured, center), and 
My Imaginary Boy- 
friend’s “Christmas Ro- 
bot” ornament (pic- 
tured, left). 

DJ Rekha, who 
spins at Manhattan club 
S.O.B.’s well-attended 
Basement Bangra par- 
ties, will provide the 
music — along with DJ 
Shakey, Dirty Jean, 
Peppermintwist and 
Jaime Kozyra — for 
your enjoyment on the 
dance floor. 

Throughout the 
day, authors will be 
present for book sign- 
ings, including Boerum Hill’s own Ayun Halliday 
(“No Touch Monkey!”), and New York’s own 
Dazzle Dancers will go “totally nuts,” says Burgel, 
in their nearly nude disco dance performance. 

"Holiday Craftacular" will be held from noon 
to midnight on Dec. 17 at Warsaw (261 Driggs 
Ave. at Eckford in Greenpoint). 

DJ Rekha is expected to spin from 9 pm to 
10:30 pm. The first 1,000 shoppers to show up 
get a free gift. Admission is free. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.bust.com/craftacular. 

— Lee Cabot Walker 




Getting lit 

If you happen to 
get an earful of 
soul-stirring chil- 
dren’s voices raised 
in song while me- 
andering through 
Downtown Brook- 
lyn on Monday, 

Dec. 12, follow the 
sound to the source 
and enjoy the free, 
live performance 
by the Grammy 
Award-winning 
Brooklyn Youth 
Chorus. The group 
will perform a pro- 
gram of songs and 
carols for that 
evening’s Christmas tree lighting ceremony at 
Brooklyn Borough Hall plaza. 

Borough President Marty Markowitz invites all 
Brooklynites to come and see the lighting of the 
sensational 35-foot balsam fir tree, decorated by 
the staff of New York City’s Department of Parks 
and Recreation. 

Also making an appearance at the tree lighting 
will be Santa Claus and the Brooklyn College 
Brass Ensemble. 

The facade of Borough Hall and its cupola will 
be transformed into a dramatic backdrop for the 
tree when it is illuminated with the building’s new, 
state-of-art, computer-generated architectural light- 
ing system, which is making its debut on Monday. 

The Christmas tree lighting festivities will begin 
at 5:30 pm on Dec. 12 at the Brooklyn Borough 
Hall Plaza (209 Joralemon St. between Court and 
Adams streets). The event is free of charge. For 
more information, visit www.brooklyn-usa.org 

— Monserrat Cabral 



Shop Handcrafts for the Holidays 

15% off 

with this ad ; 


*15 Gift Certificate 


Latin American 
folk art, home 
furnishings, 
jewelry, music and 
greeting cards. 


f 




Patrias 



c — s ^> ( 

xJufiew/r Sta/iaM fotuMme 

8305 Third Ave. • (718) 680-4650 

Outdoor Dining • Valet Parking 
Reservations Recommended • Closed Mondays 



JUILLIARD ENSEMBL1 

at 

BIUC 

Comer of 4th Avenue <s 8lst Street 
Subway: Ft Train, 77th Street 

Sunday, December 18th 
at 3:00pm 




Fkautiful | ^7" AND UP! 

Christmas 

TREES 


WHOLESALE & RETAIL 


Also wreaths, garlands, ornaments 8 l lights 

American Tree 

263 Third Avenue 


(718) 614-1002 

1 0% discount with this ad 


FREE GIFT WITH ANY TREE PURCHASE! 
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Viva Olea 

Duos third restaurant charms 
with pan-Mediterranean menu 






He’ll Wu you 



ly colored pillows, diners can — Tina Barry 



Brooklyn Heights 

is PIG’N OUT! 

20% OFF 

ENTIRE MENU 

Monday-Friday: 1 1 am to 4pm 

60 Henry St. 

(bet. Orange & Cranberry) Bklyn Hts 

(718) 522-5547 

fax (718) 522-4896 
Mon-Sat: 1 1 am- 1 1 pm; Sun: llam-9pm 

FREE DELIVERY to DUMBO, Brooklyn Heights and Metrotech 



^TlilamuaTi 

fUftif 



UNIQUE MEXICAN CUISINE 


Seniors: 15% Discount 


delivery by cor 3rdAVetUie 
tin 00 minimum BROOKLYN 

* minimum he , 68(h & Bayridge #ve 

TEL 718.491.0662 • FAX 718.491.0848 • HT] 

Mon-Thurs:ll:30am-ll :00pm; 

^ Fri & Sat:ll :30am-mid; Sun:12:30pm-ll :00pm J 


Vesuvio 


Restaurant & Pizzeria 

Corporate & Private catering 


CHRISTMAS EVE - 4 Course Dinner 

Prix fixe $22.95 - Reserve Now! 


Free Local Delivery • Valet Parking Fri & Sat 
Open 7 days 

7305 3rd Avenue • Bay Ridge • 71 8.745.0222 

■ ■ ■ ■ 



8407 3rd Ave. • 718-836-2110 

Mon-Th: ll-8:30pm; Fri-Sat: ll-9pm 
Local Delivery Only • 








ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT 


0 Celebration time 

(At left) Veuve Cliquot-Ponsardin 
champagne (750ml), $37.99. At 
Ace Liquors, 455 Atlantic Ave. 
at Nevins Street in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 797-2558. 


Gifts for all the men , women 
teens — and pets! — you lovt 


0 For the craf ter 

(At right) Mosaic Essentials 
Set, $45. At The Artful Place, 
171 Fifth Ave. at Lincoln Place 
in Park Slope, (718) 399-8199, 
www.theaiifulplace.com. 


0 Close shave 

(At left) Alba five-piece bath and body gift set, 
$18.95. At Body Essentials 8i More, 143 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place in Park Slope, (718) 
230-3802, www.bodyessentialsmore.com. 


® Indulge! 

(Below) Holiday Gift Hamper, $85. At Blue 
Apron Foods, 814 Union St. at Seventh Av- 
enue in Park Slope, (718) 230-3180. 


$ Timeless 
present 

(Below) Antique Waltham 14K 
gold watch (with matching 
chain and knife, not shown), 
$1400. Jewels By Satnick, 196 
Joralemon St. at Court Street 
in Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 
852-1421. 


0 Girl’s best friend 

(Above) KC Designs 14K, 
White Gold Diamond Circle 
Earring Charms with Diamond 
Huggies, $720. At Michael C. 
Fina, 821 1 Fifth Ave. at 82nd 
Street in Bay Ridge, (866) 
893-3462. 


0 Light up her life 

(Above) Seda France Candle in 
Holiday scent, $32. At d'mai urban 
spa, 157 Fifth Ave. at Lincoln Place 
in Park Slope, (718)398-2100, 
www.dmairubanspa.com. 


® Everyone needs one 

(At right) H.B. Smith 100 Piece Tool Set, 
$19.99. At American Housewares, 85 
Court St. at Livingston Street in Down- 
town Brooklyn, (718) 243-0844. 


0 For young musicians 

(Above) Recording Adventure Workshop for teens in a pro- 
fessional music studio, $145 (by Dec. 31, 2005). At Triple Z 
Music in DUMBO, (718) 624-6300, tz@triplezmusic.com. 


® Cherished 
accessories 

(At right) Letty New York 
hand-crocheted scarf and hat 
set, $38. At Luce on the 
Hook Boutique, 281 Van 
Brunt St. at Visitation Place in 
Red Hook, (718) 852-1345. 


0 For man’s best friend 

(At left) Bow Ow First Aid Kit for Dogs, 

1 $30.75. At Top Dog Shop, 169 Lincoln PI. 
A at Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 

I 246-4600, www.topdogshop.com. 


fei 0 Lap of luxury 

■ (At right) Tivoli Leather Club Chair, $399.99. 
“ At Door Store Furniture, 475 Atlantic 
Ave. at Nevins Street in Boerum Hill, (718) 
237-6888, www.doorstorefurniture.com. 


December 10, 2005 


The Brooklyn Papers 


I www.BrooklynPapers.com 



THIS SATURDAY 


Brooklyn Heights 


1 Jewish International Film Festival 


Saturday 
Dec. 1 0 at 7 



pm 


Paper Clips 

(2004) 


by 

rlin & Joe Fab 



Running Time: 88 min. 
MPAA Rating: G 



Description: 

Whitwell Middle School in rural Tennessee 
is the setting for this documentary about 
an extraordinary experiment in Holocaust 
education. Struggling to grasp the concept 
of six-million Holocaust victims, the students 
decide to collect six-million paper clips to 
better understand the extent of this crime 
against humanity. The film details how the 
students met Holocaust survivors from 
around the world and how the experience 
transformed them and their community. 

Sponsored by the Jewish Executive Learning Annex at 
Congregation B'Nai Avraham of Brooklyn Heights 


117 Remsen Street • (718) 596-4840 
www.BnaiAvraham.com 

FREE! WALK-INS WELCOME! 



www.PetesDownTown.com • PARTY ROOM AND CATERING 


2 Water Street • Brooklyn 11201 • Phone 718-858-3510 


Cam, 

CaUmwii 

Piffia & Padta 

8602 3rd Avenue 
(718) 921-1900 

• CORPORATE & PRIVATE CATERING AVAILABLE - Up to 250 people 






Hats 

by Guy 


Morgan Collection 


handcrafted jewelry • designer bedding 
robes • scarves • shawls • hats (functional & funky) 
mens accessories • toys 

Congregation B'nai Avraham 

1 1 7 Remsen St. (bet. Clinton and Henry Sts) 
cba-sisterhood@hotmail.com • (718) 596-4840 ext. 13 


HOLIDAY 

Trunk Show 
& Boutique 

Saturday evening 

Dec. 17th, 8pm 


Concentric Jewelry 


I The Most Affordable View of the Manhattan Skyline and Brooklyn Bridge 

Exceptional 
| Italian Fare and 
Warm Service 


NOW TAKING HOLIDAY 
PARTY RESERVATIONS 


MARCO POLO ‘ 
RISTORANTE 



/ 

reawb 

/ ' _ O) / ) / ) 


k, QA 

le/e/wa/ww 2006 

Saturday, Dec. 31, 2005 8:30pm to 2:00am 
Featuring a Four Course Dinner, Live DJ, 
Midnight Champagne Toast & All Night Open Bar 


Hors d’Oeurves served upon arrival 
Antipasto 

Insalata d’Astice Mediterraneo 

Lobster Salad with Tomatoes & Onions 

Primi Piatti 

Tortelli Di Magro Salsa di Pomodoro e Basilico 

Homemade pasta filled with Veal, Spinach & Parmesan Cheese 
light tomato sauce & basil 

Secondi Piatti 

Combinazione Mignonette & Scampi 

Sauteed filet tenderloin al Barolo with mushroom sauce dr Broiled Prawns 

Dessert 

Prelibatezza ai due Cioccolatini Salsa Mou 

White & Dark Chocolate Mousse Fondue 

Piccola Pasticceria 

Assorted Cookies 

$100 per person (Plus Sales Tax & Gratuity) $75 per child under 12 

345 Court Street at Union St. Carroll Gardens 

(718) 852-5051 • www.marcopoloristorante.com 
(Also offering a special Christmas & New Year’s Eve Ala Carte Menu) 
Make Your Reservations Now! 

All Major Credit Cards Accepted - Free Valet Parking 
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andrewmorgan 

COLLECTION 


SAMPLE SALE 

OUR BLANKETS, THROWS, AND PILLOWS 
ARE GREAT FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS 

seen in Neiman Marcus, Bloomingdales & exclusive hotels worldwide 


The Brooklyn Papers 



WHEN: Now until supplies last 
WHERE: 55 Washington St., Suite 633 
betw. Front & Water Sts., DUMBO 
HOURS: 9am-5pm, M-F or call (718) 643-4155 
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BROOKLYN 

Ni ghtlife 


The Backroom 


Compiled by Chiara V Cowan 


Saturdays: Rhum, live DJs alongside live 
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Cafe Steinhof Club Xo 

New York’s largest lighting store is not in 

StovB™ w pmjlio pe°sS! ^ F ^' n,e Jack Grace Ban 4 W-30 Manhattan; It’s right here in Brooklyn. 

Transpacifi^Sounds'pa^adise ^rthoSa Cat t yShaCk 





TALK TO US... 


Join us on 5th avenue I 

W ■ 


Experience The Magic Of The Avenue Where You’ll Find 
Everything You Need For A Festive Holiday Season. 


VISIT THESE & OTHER FABULOUS MERCHANTS ALONG 
BROOKLYN’S HOTTEST SHOPPING & EATING AVENUE 


4 * 

4 * 


ANTIQUES / COLLECTIBLES Kimera 

Bob & Judi’s Coolectibles ° ak 

Trailer Park Razor 

Under The Pig Antiques Serene Rose 

ART / HANDCRAFTS / GALLERIES Square Stores 


KITCHEN & BATH / RENOVATIONS 

A & K Tile Studio inc. 

Garfield Kitchen & Bath 
Renovations Unlimited 

LAUNDRY / DRY CLEANING 

The Kleen Machine Laundromat 

PETS 

Fifth Ave Cat Clinic 


insr 


gy-sr .-... 
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El Viejo Yayo Restau 
La Villa Pizzeria & R 
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5TH AVE $ PARK SLOPE $ BROOKLYN 


brought to you by the Park Slope Fifth Avenue Merchants Association 
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MIRRORS • TABLES • DECORATIVE ACCESSORIES 

i 1073 39th Street C7i© 436-2207 
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Space Available call Chris Havens 718.222.2505 

Two Trees www.dumbo-newyork.ct 


5+5 Gallery MF Adams Gallery Howard 
Schickler Fine Art Henry Gregg Gallery 
s.e.e.dgallery Safe-T-Gallery Wessel + 
O’Connor Fine Art Underbridge Pictures 
Nelson Hancock Gallery Gloria Kennedy Gallery 
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THE BACK ROOM BEGINS 
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Nightlife. 


Tap Room ^ Puppet’s Jazz 



The Lucky Cat ESXT'K'aX* 
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273 Brighton Beach Ave. at Brighton 
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Dec. 14: Local jazz night with 
Lucia Group, 7:30 pm, $5 st 
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Dec. 14: Quizz-Off, 7:30 pm. The Jenny Unbroken CD Release Party, 10 pm, 
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'ROW' 
TO BE 
RAZED 

Navy Yard's historic 
houses coming down 

By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Admiral’s Row at the Brooklyn Navy Yard is now 
officially death row. 

By the end of this year, the dilapidated mansions on the 
south-western edge of the yard will be demolished and re- 
placed by a new grocery store at Flushing and Navy avenues. 

The creepy houses have been kept in virtual mothballs 
since the 1970s, 
when the Navy of- 
ficers they were 
built to house 
were shipped out 
for good. 

“The houses are 
decayed to a point 
that they can’t be 
saved — and now 
we have a use for 
the land,” said 
David Lowin, a 
vice president of 
the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard Devel- 
opment Corpora- 

tion that will take 

over the derelict neighborhood. 

Lowin revealed the fate of the mansions in a presentation 
to Brooklyn’s elected officials at Borough Hall on Dec. 7. 
The lawmakers unanimously approved the demolition and the 
subsequent expansion of die Navy Yard. The vote allows 
Lowin’s group to proceed without a competitive bid. 

Activists urged the city to delay action pending a further study 
of ways to save this grand relic of Brooklyn’s naval past. 

“They want a quick, fast and dirty solution,” said Paul 
Palazzo of the Fort Greene Association. “They are knocking 
history down to put up cinderblocks.” 

Palazzo believes the houses could be converted into a retail 
space, but the city says it would cost millions to restore the 
badly damaged homes. 

Supporters of the demolition hailed the vote. 

“This will create jobs and bring a much needed amenity — 
a grocery store — to a neighborhood that needs it,” said 
Community Board 2 chair Shirley McRae. 

In addition to Admiral’s Row, the Navy Yard corporation 
plans to acquire two other vacant structures: the Naval Hospi- 
tal and the 19th-century “Chief Surgeon’s House,” both city- 
designated landmarks that will be used as office space. 

This latest transfer of property will allow the Navy Yards 
— which has been an industrial incubator since 1971 — to 
generate 950 new jobs, Lowin said. 
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FAMILY 

CLASSIFIEDS 


guitar lessons 

2002 Berklee College of Music Grad. 


i 




617-823-7784 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 


718-768-3804 


Piano Lessons 

Piano Lessons can be fun! 
I'm great with kids and adults. 

IN FLATBUSH AREA 
Call Christiana 

718-693-0583 


dim© 

The Party Clown & Magician 

Birthday parties and special 
'ons — Adults & Kids. Comedy, 
Balloon Sculpting, Puppets, 

718-434-9697 9 
917-318-9092 


Test Prep / Math Tutor 

Princeton Grad - exp. tutor. 
Prep for Regents (Math A, B); 
SHSAT - Sci Hi test; SAT (math, 
reading, writing). 


k Slope 


jr horn* 


Ed Antoine 

(718) 501-5111 


Brooklyn Do? House 

1 ^ rlavraro fi hmrrlino 


A A 718 222-4900 

/,r>s n yam-lOpm weekdays, 9am-l0pm weekends 

I ^ J • 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
\ /i • web cams- watch your do? play 

\ «k I I ■ curbside pick up and drop off 

» S N I I • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 

individual attention 

multi-pet 5 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Learning Specialist & 
Tutor Extrordinaire 

Reading, Writing, Math 
Elementary thru High School 

Jo Kesten: 917-653-7399 cell 


Biology Tutor 


AP Bio Teacher at NYC Science F 

idigdarwin@yahoo.com 

(917)204-1250 


English Tutor 

Queens College M.A. NYC DOE 
References, Multicultural History/ 
Expertise, 7-12 grades, SAT pro- 
fessional. Every Student Deserves 
The Best. Ms. Palmer. 

(347) 306-2723 BH48 


Ph.D. provides outstanding 

tutoring in Math, English, Social 
Studies, special exams, includ- 
ing SAT, LSAT, GRE, Specialized 
H.S. Test, COOP, Regent 


study skills t 


iking , 
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WALK-IN 

ADMISSIONS 

“CHANGE YOUR FUTURE” 


IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN 

► Dental Lab or Vision Care Technology • Nursing 
• Medical Imaging • AutoCad • Biology 
• Engineering • Culinary 
• Career & Technology Teacher Education 
or any of 57 baccalaureate, associate 
and certificate programs 

For information about our majors and 
how to apply directly contact the 

Office of Admissions 

NEW YORK CITY 
COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY 

300 Jay Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
from Nov. 1, 2005 to Jan. 13, 2006 

718.260.5500 • 877.NYC.TECH 
www.citytech.cuny.edu 
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Hidden holiday costs 


On Black Friday, the so-called 
biggest shopping day of the year, 
Smartmom received an e-mail from 
her 14-year old son. Teen Spirit, 
which included a link to a web- 
site that sells slacker-chic t-shirts. 

“So that’s what he wants for Chris- 
mukkah,” thought Smartmom 

Meanwhile, in the adjacent bed- 
room, Smartmom’s 8-year old daugh- 
ter, the Oh So Feisty One (OSFO), was 
marking up her just-received American 
Girl doll holiday catalog. 

If there’s something she wants she 
puts a big fat magic marker circle 
around it. But if it’s something she re- 
ally, really covets, like a colonial-era 
doll named Felicity, she draws hearts 

And there were a lot of hearts and 
stars in that holiday catalog. 

Buy, buy love. Hello, holidays. 

It probably didn’t help that at the ex- 
act time that Teen Spirit and OSFO 
were making their lists and e-mailing 
them twice, Smartmom’s pal, Gluten- 
Free Mom, was taking her home- 
schooled kids to a “Buy Nothing Day” 

“Event” makes it sound like a fun 
time, but it was actually a “teach-in” 
where the kids watched videos called 
“Affluenza” and “The End of Subur- 
bia,” and were schooled on the right 
way to rail against conspicuous con- 
sumption. 

Afterwards, the Gluten-Free chil- 
dren went to the “Buy Nothing flea 
market,” Gluten-Free Mom explained. 
“You give away what you no longer 
want and take what others are giving 
away,” she told Smartmom. 

So her kids came home on Black 
Friday with their shopping bags full — 
sure, full of other people’s stuff, of 


SMART 

mom 



By Louise Crawford 

course, but full nonetheless. 

So like Smartmom’s kids, the 
Gluten-Free kids are just as prone to 


Nonetheless, no matter how “alter- 
native” Gluten-Free Mom is with her 
children, her calls always send Smart- 
mom into a frenzy of dark ruminations 
along the lines of: “Am I doing the 
right thing with MY children?” 

Smartmom and her husband, Hepcat 
Daddy-0, never wanted the holiday 


season to be a wanton bacchanal of 
materialism. Long ago, they decided 
that their offspring would receive only 
a modest number of gifts on each holi- 
day (it’s not just a bid to tamp down 
the materialism of the age — but all 
this gift-buying is expensive, too!). 

But despite Smartmom and Hep- 
cat’s efforts, their children still believe 
that the holidays are all about the stuff. 

How did Smartmom’s kids get to be 
that way? Was it all Smartmom’s fault? 
Or could she trot out a version of the 
Twinkie Defense and blame society? 

After all, from the day Teen Spirit 
and OSFO were bom (no, make that 
BEFORE they were bom), presents 
from friends and relatives began to ar- 
rive — so many books, educational 
toys, trinkets, tchotkes, stuffed animals, 
Legos, blocks, action figures, and 
Technicolored crap that it’s no wonder 
the kids were destined to become good 
American consumers. 

But Smartmom bears some blame, 
too. Even when her kids were still tod- 
dlers, every trip to Little Things in 
Park Slope — even just to buy a pres- 
ent for a kid not her own! — ended 
with a tantrum that Smartmom dif- 
fused by saying, “All right. Pick out 
something for yourself...” 

Smartmom is also partly to blame for 
OSFO’s obsession with American Girl 
dolls — those feisty young women who 
represent various periods of American 
history. 

Initially, she thought, “Who could 
find fault with the anti-Barbies?” They 
don’t have breasts and they’re educa- 
tional. They’re practically Sunday 
School teachers! 

They’re also expensive. 

There is no end to the number of 
dolls you can buy or the outfits and ac- 
cessories you can add to your — I 


mean your KID’S — collection. Once 
they’ve got you, you’re hooked (again, 
I SWEAR I mean they have your KID 
hooked). 

But Smartmom is also wise enough 
to know that if it wasn’t American Girl 
dolls, it would certainly be something 
else. And the devil you know is always 
better than the one you don’t. Or so 
they say. 

So when Teen Spirit and OSFO 
were finally asleep on the night of 
Black Friday, Smartmom opened the 
marked-up holiday catalog that OSFO 
left open for her on the dining room 
table. She also “visited” the website 
where Teen Spirit’s slacker-chic t-shirts 

Then she looked at the mess in the 
living room and felt an anger well up 
inside of her: there was Kit, the depres- 
sion-era American Girl doll, her hobo 
overalls and cap lying on the rug. And 
she spotted Teen Spirit’s indie CDs, his 
electric bass, iPod and laptop computer 
strewn about. 

For a moment, Smartmom fanta- 
sized about packing it all up and send- 
ing it to a “Buy Nothing Day” flea 
market for others to pick through and 
take away. 

Of course, she didn’t. But she cer- 
tainly wasn’t going to get out the plas- 
tic and start ordering gifts. There are 
still four more weeks before Christ- 
mas, she thought. More than enough 
time to instill a small anti-consumerist 
message in her children. 

And, when that fails, plenty of time 
to order their gifts so they’ll arrive be- 
fore that highly anticipated holiday. 

Louise Crawford (aka Smartmom) 
also runs the Web site Only the Blog 
Knows Brooklyn (http://onlytheblog 
knowsbrooklyn. typepad.com ) . 



Brooklyn Children's Academy Preschool 
presents our 

Annual 
Holiday Benefit 

Concert 

with BRADY RYMER & 

The Little Bend That Could 
Join us: 

Saturday, Dec. 10th 

10 a.m. School Open House • 11 a.m. Show Time 
$15 Adults/ $10 Children 
Proceeds to Benefit the Brooklyn Children's Academy Preschool 

Brady Rymer's "I Found It!" 

Music For Kids With A Rock 'N' Roll Hoort 
Hoar the music at: www.rymorsongs.com 

For More Information Call Or Visit Us 


122 Pierrepont Street, Ground Fir, Btw. Clinton and Henry Sts. 
Brooklyn Heights, New York 11201 • 718-403-9516 
www.brooklynchildren.org • Cara Carley, Director 
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To advertise call 
(718) 834-9350 


ART FOR KiiBS 

f 

theartistrypr<35 

•After school programs •Birthday parties 
•Mommy and me 'Weekend workshops 

www.theartistryproject.com 

718-858-0217 


MIX IT UP! 



At KIDS COOK!, our eight-week program 
teaches children essential kitchen skills and 
techniques. Kids learn how to measure, 
sift, mix, whip, cut, grate and knead, 
as they prepare wholesome and delicious 
foods from around the world. 


Afterschool classes 

Private Parties 

Fun & learning for ages 6-1 3 


KidsESHl 



TEENS, LEARN MUSIC RECORDING 
wiihan INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL! 

• Full-day workshop in a professional music studio 

• Hands-on experience for young musicians and computer buffs 1 

• Sessions limited to small groups (6-8 max) 

• Convenient location in Dumbo 2 blocks from F train 

• Lunch included 

Veteran music producer and composer, university professor, and Bacon Brothers 
band member Paul Guzzone gives kids 12-16 their first recording studio experience 
in a fun, friendly, and professional environment. They'll discover the studio secrets 
behind their favorite songs. They’ll get behind the microphone and work the 
equipment. They’ll record together like pros - and take home a CD. 


Great Holiday Gift! 

SPECIAL PRICE WITH THIS AD 
IF YOU RESERVE A SPACE 
BY DEC 31: $145 (save $50) 


Call for details: 718-624-6300 • tz@triplezmusic.com 
Sessions on weekends and school holidays. Dates are scheduled as slots are filled. 




JtU00S mk>„], 

A fully licensed and certified preschool 


□ 2-4 year old programs 

□ Licensed teachers 

□ Optimal educational equipment 

□ Exclusive outdoor facilities 

□ Indoor Gym facilities 


,D:2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days 

□ Spacious Classrooms 

□ Enriched Curriculum 

□ Caring, loving environment 


763 President Street (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.) • (718) 230-5255 




the. /» | 

artful 

PIACE Creativ ty Central for 


Park Slope Families 


Arts & Crafts 
Store and Studio 

• Ants & Crafts 
Supplies 

• Workshops for 
Kids & Adults 

• Birthday Parties 
for Kids 


This Week’s Workshops 

Printmaking 
for Adults 

Tues, 1 2/1 3 

Printmaking 
for Teens 

Wed, 12/1 4 

Make a Card 
w/Quilling 

Wed, 12/4 

Intro to Drawing 

Thur, 12/15 

[l D re-registration required) 
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Mud is tossed over 
Billyburg landmarking 


'lasers 

FOR THE REMOVAL OF. . . 


Zoom ! 


Professional Whitening System 

science 

ofsmiles 

whiten your teeth in about an hour! 

take your first steptof ' ' 

Call today! 

Ronald I. Teichman, D.D.S. 

Cosmetic And Family Dentistry 

357 Seventh Avenue (At 1 Oth St.), Park Slope 

718-768-1111 


Has IBS DISTORTED 
Your Way of Life? 


If you have IRRITABLE BOWEL SYNDROME, 
or IBS, you know the symptoms 

Abdominal Pain, Bloating, Constipation 

... and you know they’re real. 

If you have experienced constipation-related IBS during the past year, 


Call today: 718-349-3774 



By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Papers 

Who knew that protect- 
ing beautiful buildings 
was such an ugly busi- 
ness? 

The effort to protect an 80- 
year-old Cass Gilbert-de- 
signed warehouse on the Wil- 
liamsburg waterfront broke 
down this week into a round 
of schoolyard name-calling 
and bitter accusations that the 
neighborhood’s councilman 
sold his vote for campaign 
contributions. 

The battle started in Septem- 
ber, when the city Landmarks 
Preservation Commission des- 
ignated the Austin, Nichols Co. 
warehouse a landmark. 

In a rare move, the City 
Council, led by David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights), voted 
down the designation this week 
so that the building could be 
converted into high-end apart- 
ments on the waterfront. 

The mayor vetoed the Coun- 
cil “de-landmarking” only to 
have the Council rush to over- 
ride that veto the next day. 

Yes, sports fans, the ftir was 



The Austin, Nichols Co. warehouse a 
designed by Cass Gilbert 


flying! 

Supporters of landmarking 
the warehouse began a fairly 
loud whisper campaign detail- 
ing $2,000 in campaign con- 
tributions that Yassky has re- 
ceived from two members of 
the developer’s family, Joel 
and Margaret Kestenbaum. 

But Yassky said the cam- 
paign cash had nothing to do 
with his vote. 

“My vote [to de-landmark 
the building] was entirely on 
the merits about what is best 


for the Williamsburg water- 
front,” Yassky told The Brook- 
lyn Papers. 

“The city spent three years 
banging out a terrific revital- 
ization plan for the Greenpoint 
and Williamsburg waterfront 
and I am unwilling to under- 
mine it for a completely un- 
distinguished building,” he 

“There are far more build- 
ings in that neighborhood 
worthy of preservation.” 

But after Mayor Bloomberg 


vetoed the Council bill and 
championed the Egyptian Re- 
vival building’s “historical im- 
portance,” Yassky hurled 
some mud of his own. 

“The only reason they [city 
officials] pursued this land- 
mark in the first place was to 
curry favor with preservation- 
ists after refusing to landmark 
2 Columbus Circle,” Yassky 
told the New York Times, re- 
ferring to a quirky 1960s-era 
building in Manhattan that 
many want to see protected. 

“Now they’ll milk [the 
veto] and really try to get po- 
litical credit,” Yassky added. 

The comment earned a spit- 
ball from mayoral spokesman 
Jordan Barowitz. 

“That’s absolutely moron- 
ic,” Barowitz said. “Is he say- 
ing we’re pandering to the 
preservationists? As in, ‘There 
goes that mayor again — pro- 
tecting landmarks!’ The two 
buildings have nothing to do 
with each other.” 

The Kestenbaum family, 
represented by former City 
Councilman — now lobbyist 
— Ken Fisher, refused to 
comment. 



Day & Evening Appointments • Affordable Fees 
Many Insurances and Credit Cards Accepted 


Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Dermatologist 
Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails 


r 


27 8th Avenue 

Park Slope, Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


1000 Park Avenue 

(at 84th Street] 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


Nets drop 2 at home 



The Nets' Richard Jefferson, left, is fouled by Toronto's 
Jose Calderon during the second quarter Saturday night. 


W BCAT Program Guide - What’s on Brooklyn Community Access Television 

BCAT Helps These 
Brooklynites to 
"GetRyte" 

By Marianna Hernandez 

Darnell "Looney Don" Hospedales is not your average 

BROTHER FROM THE HOOD. 

"Music is the air I breathe: it's the only constant that has surrounded 
me, through the good and bad," he says. "IVe lived a tough life, growing 
up as an orphan, with only a grandma by my side, going from one place 
to the other. But now I want to build myself from nothing to something." 



Besides hip-hop and rap, 
Hospedales has always had a soft 
spot for the camera lens. It wasn't 
until a year ago, after his friend 
Reggie "FuzzDog" McDonald 
discovered Brooklyn Community 
Access Television (BCAT) through a 
show called Green Paper Entertainment, 
and then told him about it, that his 
true calling finally dawned on him: 
he wanted to make the leap from a 
struggling rap artist to a producer of 
a show about people just like him. 

Hospedales did not hesitate to dive 
head first into the TV world, espe- 
cially since he had already done his 
homework by learning about video 
production and editing. Both 
Darnell and his friend completed 
their course requirements at BCAT, 
last winter, which earned them 
certification as community access 
television producers. 

After months of preparation, 
Hospadales and his team watched 
the first episode that they have ever 
produced of their half-hour monthly 
show. Get Ryte TV, on a television 
screen in September 2005. 

"This was the best day of my life, I 
was so happy. I have always dreamed 
of creating my own show and it is 
the most rewarding feeling," he says. 
"My show represents what I do in 
my life and how we party and how 
we live. It tells people about my 
team, and me and that's the hard- 
core truth. My idea was to incorpo- 
rate music with real live action. 


That's why we go out and film the 
parties, clubs, and fashion shows 
where we chill." 

For Hospedales, the show repre- 
sents more than just artist recordings; 
it's about the variety and the unique- 
ness of the music itself. "It features 
three brothers from the hood talking 
about the same topic in three 
different ways," he says. 

The show's main mission is to 
paint the artists in the most right- 
eous and truthful light, to show 
the reality of where they come from 
and what they have been through, 
while at the same time sending the 
audience a message that people do 
not have to go out and do the same 
- they should strive to better their 

His star Ace, a Brooklynite, 22, 
who has been rapping for 12 years, is 
a prime example of what the show 
stands for, because after a life of gang 
banging and hustling, he finally 
shaped up and got his act together 
and is now raising his one-year-old 
daughter. His other star Rumble, 20, 
recalled getting shot and how he is 
now a changed man. 

"This show is about family. It's 
about sticking together and changing 
our world for the better. It's about 
self-expression - teaching kids these 
days about music. And it's about 
giving our kids what we never had 
ourselves," he says. 

Hospedales, like many artists, writes 
about what he knows and that is life 


Darnell Hospedales, 
producer of Get Ryte TV 
on BCAT. 

on the street. But he also derives his 
ideas from his Caribbean roots. 
During his childhood, he spent 
several years in St. Petersburg, 
Florida and a year in Barbados. He 
then moved back to Brownsville, in 
Brooklyn and has lived there ever 
since. Hospedales attributes his 
musical ear to rap icons such as 
Tupac, Biggie, and Jay-Z. 

Besides producing the show, he 
had accomplished another dream, 
which was to own his own music 
business. He is currendy the CEO 
and host of Folk. Us Entertainment, 
brushing shoulders with artists like 
SpliffStar, Busta Rhymes and work- 
ing in conjunction with Koch 
Entertainment. 

For his next adventure, he plans to 
open up a music school for children 
and to one day go and film a docu- 
mentary in Africa. 

"I'm glad I had the privilege to 
meet celebrities, but that's just a 
stepping stone for me. I want to 
make my mark and I won't stop 
until I do. This show helps keep me 
busy and to stay away from the 
hood," he says. 

Get Ryte TV can be seen on 
BCAT at midnight on the 4th 
Saturday of the month on Time 
Warner Cable channel 56, 
Cablevision channel 69 and 
streaming live online at 
www. beat, tv! beat. 


By Lucky Ngamwajasat 

for The Brooklyn Papers 

Nets 83 
Pistons 93 

Nov. 30, atE. Rutherford 

Nets 82 
Toronto 95 

Dec. 3, at E. Rutherford 

One step forward and two 
steps back has been the story 
this season for the Brooklyn- 
bound New Jersey Nets, who 
lost to the Pistons and Raptors 
at home this week and fell to 
7-9 on the year. 

The Pistons came to the 
Jersey swamps with the best 
record in the NBA this season 
— but the Nets had just ended 
a five-game West Coast trip 
by beating the Lakers and 
Nuggets. 

The Pistons got the early 
jump on the Meadowlanders, 
starting the game with a 7-2 
mn. The Nets struggled with 
their perimeter defense, which 
has been an ongoing problem 
this season, allowing too 
many open shots from the out- 
side. Richard Hamilton was 
particularly troublesome for 
New Jersey, scoring 10 points 
in the opening quarter and 
ending the game with 30. 

Detroit led by as many as 
14 points in the first quarter. 

New Jersey responded with 
a blistering second frame, 
thanks to a defense that held 
the Pistons to just 12 points. 
Vince Carter carried the Nets, 
erupting for 10 points as the 
team took control of the game 
and went into the locker room 
with a 45-40 lead. Carter led 
the Nets with 27 points. 

The revival would be short- 
lived. The Pistons came out 
for the second half and rained 
long jumpers — including 10- 
for-20 from three-point range. 
Meanwhile, the Nets were 0 
for 7 on their long-distance 
calls. Rasheed Wallace’s trey 
with 5:24 remaining in the 
third quarter gave Detroit a 
54-53 lead that the Motor City 
madmen never relinquished. 
Chauncey Billups caught fire 
and Detroit pulled away, win- 
ning the game 93-83. 

The loss to the Pistons was 
followed by a dreadful per- 
formance against Toronto. The 
Raptors were in the midst of 
back-to-back road games, yet 
it was the Nets who looked 
sluggish against the younger, 
inexperienced team. 

The Nets let their 20-13 
first-quarter advantage slip 
away as Chris Bosh dominat- 
ed the paint against Nenad 
Kristie and Jason Collins, 
forcing them into foul trouble. 

The Bosh-ing continued 
into the second quarter, with 
the 6-10 forward aided by bad 
perimeter defense yet again 
from the Nets. Bosh ended up 
leading all scorers with 29 
points and 13 rebounds. 

The Nets had a scare in (he 
middle of the third quarter 
when it appeared that Vince 
Carter injured his ankle. 
Carter, who only recently re- 
turned from a back injury, did 
return and finished the game 
with 15 points. 

The Nets were able to battle 
back in fourth quarter, tying 
the game at 80 with 4:11 left 
on a Richard Jefferson lay-up 
and foul shot. But the Nets 
would never take the lead. 

Jose Calderon answered 


back with a lay-up of his own 
and, after a failed Nets posses- 
sion, Morris Peterson spotted up 
and hit a game-clinching trey. 

Jason Kidd led the Nets 
with 17 points in the losing ef- 
fort. 

Lucky’s last licks 

The Nets had two chances 
and failed to win their 1,000 
game in team history ... 
Richard Jefferson had back to 
back doubles and has 10 on 
the season. 


comprehensive 

HIV CARE 


■ Hormone Replacement 

■ Lipodystrophy 

■ Wasting Syndrome 
•Salvage Therapy 


• Case Management 

• Legal Aid 

• One-site Laboratory 

• On-site Pharmacy (Early 2006) 


Nutritional & Psychological Support 



Kings County Ambulatory Medicine 

at the Ambulatory Surgery Center of Brooklyn 

313 - 43rd Street at 3rd Ave., Sunset Park 

( 800 ) 971-6019 

( 718 ) 369-1900 

Near R, N & D trains and 35 & 37 buses 



A full service retirement continuum, offer residents and 
their families: 

WARM Sc HOMELIKE setting with comfort and special conveniences 
ACTIVE Sc INDEPENDENT lifestyle including in-house activities, cultural 

activities, social gatherings & weekly trips 

PEACE OF MIND that each resident will lead a meaningful and dignified life 

Call Today To Sckedule Your Tour 
wttk Vicky or Desiree 

1 - 718 - 622-8400 


Castle 
Senior 
Living 

CT PARK 
m, tSupport, JZoycdty 

Castle Senior Living at Prospect Park 
1 ProspectParkWest 
Brooklyn, NewYork 11215 
wwwcastleseniorliving.com 





The Art of Making 
Legs Perfect 


- Veins of all sizes treated 

- Varicosis and spiders treated 

- 20 years experience 

- Most work done in our office 


21 

YEARS 

.EXPERIENCE, 

D y 

Before 




After 


Brooklyn Vein-Laser Center 

263 7th Avenue, Suite 5E • (718) 499-7755 

www.perfectleg.com • fax (718) 499-7887 
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OUR OPINION 


'No’ to bag checks 


One of the greatest things 
about being an American is the 
freedom to be left alone by the 
police. But this freedom — one 
guaranteed by the Fourth Amend- 
ment — is under attack anew, 
thanks to a federal judge’s ruling 
last week permitting the NYPD to 
resume random bag searches at 
subway entrances. 

As a result, the NYPD was out 
in force this week — at such vital 
subway stations as York Street in 
DUMBO — randomly checking 
the bags of every few customers. 

Supporters of such searches 
claim that there is no difference 


between the screening done at air- 
ports and what the NYPD is do- 
ing underground. But there is one 
huge distinction: at airports, every 
customer is searched, meaning 
that the minor inconvenience of 
being detained on one’s way to 
the gate is not a random stab at 
catching a terrorist, but an actual 
method of doing just that. 

Random searches, on the other 
hand, are useless window-dress- 
ing. NYPD policy allows a per- 
son to leave a station if he refuses 
to be searched. Such a would-be 
terrorist then has three choices: 
He can enter a different station, 


wait a few minutes and re-enter 
the same station or, presumably, 
detonate himself on the busy 
street above. 

What’s more, entering any sta- 
tion in the system allows would- 
be bombers access to the entire 
system, making searches at busy 
hubs like Times Square, Grand 
Central, Roosevelt Avenue or Jay 
Street irrelevant. 

As long as a terrorist has a map 
of the system, we’re all vulnera- 
ble. 

Of course, if the politicians are 
serious about stopping terrorism 
rather than just talking about stop- 


ping terrorism, they could provide 
the NYPD with the money and 
training it requires to do its job. 

A terrorist-savvy police force 
could then target individuals meet- 
ing properly drafted profiles or 
otherwise raising legitimate suspi- 
cion; searches might also be con- 
ducted with the intent of flushing 
out potentially unnoticed suspects 
in the vicinity of the search. 

Presumably, the NYPD is not 
yet up to this task. Instead, it has 
opted for a pointless, time-wast- 
ing, Fourth Amendment-challeng- 
ing undertaking in our city’s 569 
stations. 


TO THE EDITOR 



Brooklyn’s A-list celebs? Don’t forget Heath! 


To the editor: 

Letter writer Jezra Kaye appears 
to be in the throes of celebrity wor- 
ship so desperate in her recent 
fawning over Rosie Perez (“Rosie 
knows best,” letters, Nov. 26). 

Not only does Ms. Perez not 
have a “vision” for Brooklyn, she is 
a non-presence here in the fight 
against Bruce Ratner. 

Presumably, she is otherwise oc- 
cupied trying to restart a career that 
peaked with her first movie — 
which dates from the last millenni- 

If Ms. Kaye needs to live vicari- 
ously, why doesn’t she move up to 
an A-lister? Jennifer Connolly lives 
in Park Slope and Heath Ledger — 


the new Brad Pitt! — is moving to 
Boerum Hill. D.L Pinella, 

Ocean Hill-Broumsville 

Bike paths need 
trimming 

To the editor: 

Perhaps more bicycle paths will 
be created (“City: Bike paths get 
better,” Nov. 26), but drivers contin- 
ue to use them for double-parking 
because neither the police depart- 
ment nor the Department of Trans- 
portation will keep cars off the 
paths. Even when bike paths are 
well marked and there are “No 


standing anytime” signs, the paths 
are never car-free. If the police and 
the Department of Transportation 
will not ticket and tow offending 
cars now, why should we expect 
new bike paths to be better? 

George Korval, Park Slope 

GOP’s last bash 

To the editor: 

Your otherwise excellent post- 
election coverage missed the point 
that Mayor Bloomberg’s second 
term may be the last for the Repub- 
lican — and it certainly doesn’t sig- 
nal the rebirth of a two-party sys- 
tem in the Big Apple. Republicans 
couldn’t field any candidate for ei- 


ther comptroller or public advocate. 
And all four GOP challengers for 
borough president in Brooklyn, the 
Bronx, Manhattan and Queens 
raised so little funding, that they 
couldn’t qualify for matching funds. 

Under former Mayor Rudy Giu- 
liani, Republicans held a record 
seven seats on the Council. With 
Mayor Bloomberg leading the tick- 
et, they couldn’t expand beyond 
their current three seats. 

Mayor Bloomberg had no coat- 
tails on which Republican Council 
candidates could ride. The five 
most hopeful Republican candi- 
dates — Peter Boudouvas (who got 
38 percent in Queens), Pat Russo 
(45 percent in Brooklyn), Philip 


Foglia (36 percent in the Bronx), 
Joel Zinberg (35 percent in Manhat- 
tan) and Patrick Murphy (35 per- 
cent in Manhattan) — all lost badly. 

You can’t build a political party 
around the cult of a single individ- 
ual such as Mayor Bloomberg. 
Without running a full active ticket 
for all public offices including 
comptroller, public advocate, bor- 
ough president and district attor- 
ney, candidates for City Council 
had no chance. Several hundred 
thousand Democrats who voted for 
Bloomberg returned to vote for 
Democratic party candidates on 
the rest of the ballot. 

Larry Penner, Great Neck 


I do want a park! 

To the editor: 

Marianna Koval, director of the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservan- 
cy, apparently believes that people 
who disagree with the current de- 
sign — which includes high-end 
residential dwellings inside the park 
— oppose the park altogether. 
How totally ridiculous. 

I am opposed to residential struc- 
tures of any kind because I believe 
that citizens pay taxes so that gov- 
ernment will build public parks. But 
the proposed Brooklyn Bridge Park 
design paradigm — what is being 
called “sustainable parks” — is 
very frightening. If it spreads, we 


will see more of the same: parks 
will be in horrible condition unless 
they are in rich neighborhoods. I 
want this park as much as Ms. Ko- 
val — but what I don’t want is a 
park that will exist to support high- 
end residential buildings and their 
residents. 

Diane Buxbaum, Carroll Gardens 

The author is vice chair of the New 
York chapter of the Sierra Club 

Send your letter via e-mail to: 
letters@brooklynpapers.com; 
by mail it to: 

Editor, The Brooklyn Papers 
55 Washington St. Suite 624 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
or by fax to: (718) 834-9278. 
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Fort Hamilton 
saved again, 
this time 
‘for good’ 



Defenders of Fort Hamilton in Bay Ridge have won an- 
other battle to keep the base open. 


Bicyclists defend their turf 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Can’t they all just get along? 

Sick of ceding the bike lanes to “greedy” motorists, 
bicyclists last week defended their turf — a new bike 
path that runs up Clinton Street between Cobble Hill 
and the Manhattan Bridge. 

With heavy chains strung across their chests like ban- 
doliers, a crew of helmet-haired bikers knocked on car 
windows and passed out tips to drivers on how to peace- 
fully co-exist with their two-wheeled foes. 

“Drivers were surprisingly receptive,” said David 
Snetman of Transportation Alternatives, who organized 
the “Give Respect/Get Respect” campaign. 

Snetman said that only 10 percent of motorists out- 
right refused the bikers’ pamphlet. But that doesn’t 
mean motorists have accepted the rules of the road. 

“It gets hostile out there,” said Brian Schundler, who 
lives in Prospect Heights. “I’ll be riding along in the 
shoulder and drivers will pull up really close to me and 

The bike advocates campaign is partly fueled by the 
June death of rider Elizabeth Padilla, who was killed by 
a truck on the comer of Fifth Avenue and Prospect 
Place. 

Better awareness of road-sharing rules could have 
saved Padilla’s life. 

“That truck was parked in the bike lane, ” said Snet- 
man. “And because it was, she veered into traffic.” 

Twenty-one bikers died this year in traffic accidents, 
a bump up from last year’s death toll of 16. 

Another leafletting event is planned on Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope on Friday, Dec. 15, during the evening 
rush hour. — Arietta Cohen 



Transportation Alternatives volunteer Matt Retty hands out information to a passing motorist. 


Five years later T’bolt demolition OK’d 


The Brooklyn Papers 

Fort Hamilton, Brook- 
lyn’s last remaining active- 
duty military base, has 
been saved — and this 
time, it’s for good. 

The 155-acre Army base 
at the foot of the Verazzano- 
Narrows Bridge — which 
had survived the most-recent 
round of base closures — re- 
mained off the list of bases 
to be closed that Congress fi- 
nally approved last month. 

But it was never a certainty. 

“There was an open win- 
dow,” said Craig Donner, a 
spokesman for Rep. Vito 


Fosella (R-Bay Ridge). 

“They could’ve moved us 
or shut us down, but thank- 
fully, the recommendation to 
keep us open is the law.” 

Now the party is on Vito. 

On Monday, Dec. 12, Fos- 
ella will host a victory bash 
at Xaverian High School. 

Patriotic songs will be 
sung by a USO troupe. And 
partiers can expect to hear at 
least a few teary tributes to 
the 150-year-old base. 

The only question left 
unanswered: Will the enlist- 
ed be invited? 

— Arietta Cohen 



The Thunderbolt rollercoaster stands half-demolished on Sunday, Nov. 
18, 2000, when the city tore down the Coney Island "eyesore." 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The city has been cleared of 
wrongdoing for tearing down the 
decrepit Thunderbolt roller 
coaster in Coney Island in 2000 
as preservationists were strug- 
gling to get it landmarked. 

The mined coaster — famed from 
its appearance in Woody Allen’s “An- 
nie Hall” — was tom down in 2000 
to make room for Keyspan Park, fu- 
ture home of the Brooklyn Cyclones. 
It terrified its last kid in 1982. 

In a decision handed down this 
week, the U.S. Court of Appeals up- 
held a lower-court ruling that the city 
did not deny the Thunderbolt’s own- 


er, Horace Bullard, due process when 
it sent bulldozers to tear down the 
burnt-out shell of the 1920s-era thrill 

The city’s letter warning Bullard of 
the impending demolition was sent to 
the wrong address — but both courts 
ruled that it was a mere clerical error 
and therefore did not violate Bullard’s 
constitutional rights. 

And the panel upheld the lower 
court, which ruled that the “Thunder- 
bolt had no value, and that demolition 
either increased or failed to diminish 
the fair market value.” 

Bullard’s lawyer saw a sinister 
hand in the ruling. 

“We’ve already seen the Supreme 


Court rule that a local government 
can condemn private property and 
hand it over to a developer — but 
now, this court is ruling that a city 
can demolish your private property 
simply upon sending a form letter 
that neither tells you what is wrong 
nor offers you hearing to contest,” 
said the lawyer, Barry Gedan. 

And the letter doesn’t even have to 
get to you, Gedan added. 

City lawyers were clearly pleased 
by the appeals court ruling. 

“It’s another vindication of the 
city’s position that demolishing the 
Thunderbolt ... cause the owner no 
harm,” said city lawyer Scott Shorn 
— Gersh Kuntzman 


Become Ratner’s ‘Apprentice’ 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The Bruce Ratner-fund- 
ed nonprofit organization 
BUILD treated six Colum- 
bia University MBA stu- 
dents to lunch and a pitch 
for a summer internship 
aimed at helping small 
businesses get their piece 
of the $3.5-billion Atlantic 
Yards pie. 

The students appreciated the 



offer — and the brown 

“It seems like a way 
to get involved with 
the good parts of the 
project,” Columbia 
MBA Neel Gandhi 
said after the Thurs- 
day luncheon. 

“Why not get in- 
volved with the 
biggest development 
in the city?” 

No one has ap- 


plied for the internship yet. 
Insiders expect that 
the competition 
will be heated 
— not that 
anyone is talk- 
' %■ 

Even Gand- 
hi — a student 
— told The 
Brooklyn Papers 
to “talk to a 
spokesman” for 
Ratner rather than 


speak candidly about the in- 
ternship. 

BUILD — rarely known by 
its longer name, Brooklyn 
United for Innovative Local 
Development — will cast a 
wider net for business stu- 
dents, with a lunch planned 
soon at Long Island Universi- 
ty, a spokesperson said. 

Really ambitious B-school 
types can also contact BUILD 
directly. — Arietta Cohen 



Cell phone antenna protesters 
outside 8300 Fourth Ave. 


Antenna ‘emergency’ 


The Brooklyn Papers 

The cellphone tower set to be installed 
atop 8300 Fourth Ave. has officially be- 
come an emergency. 

Members of Community Board 10 have 
been summoned to an “emergency” meet- 
ing on Tuesday to discuss a recent U.S. 
Court of Appeals ruling that allows cities 
to block cellphone antennas under some 
circumstances 

Parents at nearby St. Anselm’s School 
have asked the Community Board to vote 
on whether to allow the antenna to be in- 
stalled in their midst. Although the board’s 


vote is only advisory, it is expected to 
weigh in at the meeting Tuesday, which 
will be held at 621 86th St. 

The public is invited. Just don’t talk on 
a cellphone during the meeting. 

Meanwhile, Jeff Mallouck, the owner 
of 8300 Fourth Avenue, will meet with 
the Department of Buildings on Tuesday 
in hopes of being allowed to install the 
controversial equipment. Last month, 
construction was halted when the DOB 
claimed Mallouck did not have the right 
permits. He says he does. 

— Gersh Kuntzman 
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Win a honeymoon 

Enter The Brooklyn Bride contest to win a 7-night cruise for two 
to the Caribbean or Mexican Riviera, sponsored by Michael C.Fina 


H Carnival 

The Fun Ships® 




On Carnival, Norwegian or Royal Caribbean Cruise lines. Packaged by Mini Vacations Inc. 


Contest open to engaged couples & couples 
married since Jan. 1. Enter by Wed. Jan. 4. 

Mail to: January Contest, The Brooklyn Bride, c/o The Brooklyn Papers, 

55 Washington St, Ste 624, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 201 . 

Or enter online at www.TheBrooklynBride.com. Entries must be received by Wed. Jan. 4. 

BRIDE'S NAME: 

GROOM'S NAME: 

WEDDING DATE (between January 1, 2005 and December 2007): 

STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY, STATE & ZIP: 

DAYTIME PHONE: CELL OR EVENING PHONE: 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

NAME AND RELATION OF PERSON SUBMITTING ENTRY: 

□ BRIDE O GROOM O OTHER (SPECIFY) 



CONTEST RULES 

1) The winning entry will be chosen by mem- 
bers of The Brooklyn Papers staff designat- 
ed by The Brooklyn Papers management 
from among eligible entries received by the 
contest deadline. The decision of The 
Brooklyn Papers judges is final. 

2) No purchase necessary to enter or win. 
Contest information and rules are pub- 
lished in The Brooklyn Papers, which are 
free newspapers, and are online at www. 
TheBrooklynBride.com. By submitting an 
entry, contest participants agree to be 
bound by all of the contest rules. 

3) The deadline for all entries is Wednesday, 
Jan. 4, 2006. Entries submitted by mail must 
be in the offices of The Brooklyn Papers, and 
entries submitted online must be retrieved 
from the designated e-mail box, not later 
Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2006. The mailing ad- 
dress is: January Contest, The Brooklyn 
Bride, c/o The Brooklyn Papers, 55 Wash- 
ington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Entries may not be personally delivered to 
the offices of The Brooklyn Papers. 

4) The Brooklyn Papers is not responsible for 
late, lost, damaged or misdirected mail or 
courier deliveries or e-mails. 

5) The winner will be notified by phone, e- 
mail or mail on or before Friday, Jan. 6. 

6) The winner will have two (2) days after no- 
tification by The Brooklyn Papers to claim 


the prize by completing, signing and return- 
ing an Affidavit of Eligibility and a Publicity 
Release; otherwise, an alternate winner will 
be selected. 

7) At a time scheduled by The Brooklyn 
Papers, the winner must pick up the cruise 
certificate at a location designated by The 
Brooklyn Papers and pose for a photograph 
that may be published by The Brooklyn 
Papers in any media. The photograph, and 
caption and any promotional information 
written by The Brooklyn Papers staff, may be 
used in any media and in any manner — 
including but not limited to editorial, pro- 
motional and advertising use — at the sole 
discretion of The Brooklyn Papers. 

8) In order for a winner to claim a prize, The 
Brooklyn Papers may require the winner to 
produce a valid Social Security number and 
photo identification including at least one of 
the following: driver's license, state-issued 
photo ID or a current passport. 

9) The contest is open to qualified entrants 
who are getting married by December 2007 
or have been married since Jan. 1, 2005. 
The winner will be required to provide proof 
of marriage (copy of wedding certificate) or 
an affidavit affirming an engagement to be 
married. 

10) All entries become the sole property of 
The Brooklyn Papers, which may publish the 
entries at any time in print, online or in any 
other media without additional permission 
and without compensation. Entries may be 


edited and used in any manner deemed 
appropriate by The Brooklyn Papers. 

11) Employees, vendors and family mem- 
bers of The Brooklyn Papers, Michael C. Fina 
and Mini Vacations Inc. are ineligible to win. 

1 2) The Brooklyn Papers and Michael C. Fina 
are not responsible or liable in any way for 
any failure on the part of Mini Vacations Inc. 
cruises. Cruise certificate may not be 
exchanged for cash value. 

13) The winner will receive a certificate valid 
for a 7-night cruise for two adults (double 
occupancy required). Accommodations are 
an entry-level cabin. Upgrades to outstand- 
ing ocean views or balconies are available 
for a surcharge. 

14) To be eligible for this offer, passengers 
must be 21 years of age or older with a valid 
identification and a major credit card. United 
States travelers need proof of citizenship, 
including a valid Passport, and photo ID; resi- 
dent aliens need an Alien Resident Card; aliens 
need a valid Passport and valid U.S. Multiple 
Re-entry Visa; resident aliens and aliens must 
contact the appropriate consulates to inquire 
about necessary travel documentation. 

15) To validate the cruise certificate, the 
winner must complete the registration vali- 
dation form and return it via U.S. Mail prior 
to the activation date shown on the registra- 
tion validation form. The cruise offer expires 
1 8 months from the activation date and all 
travel must be completed by that date. 


16) All reservation requirements in the cruise 
certificate must be met. A minimum of 90 
days advance notice is required to process a 
reservation request. Port charges, govern- 
ment taxes and applicable processing fees 
must be received immediately once a 
request has been made for a sailing date. 

17) Cruise ships depart from either Miami, 
Florida; Tampa, Florida; San Juan, Puerto 
Rico; or Los Angeles, California. Airline tick- 
ets, airport transfers and miscellaneous 
expenses are not included. This offer is for 
the cruise only. 

18) Selected sailings are available on a year- 
round basis, with a surcharge per person for 
peak season or holiday sailings. 

19) Only one travel offer per household may 
be used in an 18-month period. This offer 
cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other promotional travel package. 

20) The winner should not leave for the 
cruise until receiving written confirmation. 
All cruises are booked according to the 
availability of Mini Vacations Inc.'s allotment 
of staterooms. 

21) The Brooklyn Papers, Michael C. Fina 
and Mini Vacations Inc. are not to be held 
responsible for any act of God, and/or any 
other circumstances beyond their control, 
that causes the cruise to become unavail- 
able. Mini Vacations Inc. reserves the right to 
substitute the components of the offered 
vacation and varied itinerary should circum- 
stances so require. If this offer becomes 


unavailable to Mini Vacations Inc., Mini 
Vacations Inc. has the option to substitute 
another travel incentive of equal or greater 

22) The Brooklyn Papers, Michael C. Fina 
and Mini Vacations Inc. and its agents, 
assignees or designees act independently of 
the cruise lines and not as agents or employ- 
ees thereof, and will not assume responsibil- 
ity for any loss, delay, accident, injury or 
damage to persons, property or any liability 
whatsoever arising from or in conjunction 
with the services provided by the cruise 

23) The Brooklyn Papers, Michael C. Fina 
and Mini Vacations Inc. assumes no respon- 
sibility for any verbal or written representa- 
tions made in conjunction with this offer by 
any distributor and/or their agents other 
than those included in this offer. 

24) An alternate winner may be selected in 
the event of noncompliance with any of the 
contest rules. 

25) All federal, state and local laws apply 
and the payment of all taxes is the sole 
responsibility of the winner. This contest is 
void where prohibited by law. 

26) The Brooklyn Papers reserves the right, 
at its sole discretion, to extend or cancel the 
contest. 

27) In the event of any dispute pertaining to 
this contest, the decision of The Brooklyn 
Papers management is final. 



December 10, 2005 


The Brooklyn Papers • www.BrooklynPapers.com 


BWN 17 


EMPLOYMENT 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


The new state of the art, at the Slope 

facility is now serving the needs of your 



Join “RE/MAX at the Slope" and cover the most 

upscale neighborhoods in the fastest growing borough of NYC. 


For further information, call: Lorraine Ferretti at 1-800-543-9217. 
Nobody in the world sells more real estate than 


WALL STREET/ 
BROKER TRAINEES 


Prestigious Wall Street Firm is seeking 
Brokers/Trainees. Will sponsor for series 7 & 63. 


Contact Lisa at 212-425-2670 ext 153 

or email 

Lcastronovo@elam.com 


Real Estate 
Classes 

Become an Agent in 1 Week! 

NY Salesperson Course - Only $199 

Flexible Schedules • Small Class Sizes 
Pass or Retake for FREE • Job Referrals 
Exam Prep • Broker • Notary Public 
Continuing Education • Home Inspection* Appraisal 

ENROLL TODAY! 

Kings County 

SCHOOL OF REALTY 

1502 Kings Highway, BROOKLYN 
www.KCRealEstateSchool.com 

718-338-2030 




Sales Reps 

telephone & outside sales 



F/T and P/T openings, in the office 
or in the field. Bonuses, benefits, 


Call Celia Weintrob at 
(718) 834-9350, ext. 204 
jobs@BrooklynPapers.com 


Medical Receptionist/Medical Biller 

22k. Knowledge CPT medical billing a must. 
Immediate hire. Downtown Brooklyn. Email 
resume to drellison@gmail.com 


Executive Secretary 

a long and distinguished tradition of 


e. Working knowledge 
ot medical terminlogy and billing 
including CPT and ICD-9 coding is 


SKILLED DRIVER 

wanted for vehicle parked in 
Brooklyn Heights. Must be on call 
day and evening, with approxi- 
mately 40 hours driving a week. 
References and very clean driv- 
ing record required. Please call 
Ms. Serban at (212) 901-2663. 
Equal opportunity employer. W51 

Assist. Managers 


have good written/ 
verbal communication skills; experi- 
ence working in a retail grocery 
store with some management re- 


Fax resumes: (212) 9390505 
rmcmonigle@fairwaymarket.com 


COUNTER PERSON EXPERIENCED 
Plumbing and Heating Supply 
House located in Brooklyn seeks 
experienced (full time) counter 
person with minimum 10 years 
in plumbing and heating indus- 
try. Must have complete know- 
ledge in all phases of commer- 
cial/ residential plumbing and 
heating. Assist customers in iden- 
tifying material needed, assist 
shop staff where needed (re- 
ceiving and transferring materi- 
al etc) and work with vendors. 
Compensation will be competi- 
tive and dependent upon expe- 
rience. Please email resume and 
salary history plus references 
to hicksplumbing@mail.com 
or fax it to (718) 5: 


REAL ESTATE 
AGENTS 

•Training 'Support 
•Listings • Marketing 
•Interactive Website 

Park Terrace Properties needs ded- 
icated, licensed agents! Bay Ridge, 
Kensington, Park Slope and SoHo. 
We offer coaching, cutting-edge tech- 
nology, incentives and bonuses. 


all Danielle at (917) 6736302 E , 


Flyer Distribution 

Looking for 2 hardworking, responsi- 
ble individuals to hand out flyers for 


s. Call Esther (718) 369-1900 


Help Wanted PT 


Receptionist/ 

Secretary 

Afternoons 

For busy doctor's office in 
Borough Park. Fax resume to 

(718) 972-4461 


To advertise in The Brooklyn Papers' Classifieds 
please call (718) 834-9350 


ivsM-.t RF.A I. 

ESTATE 


AGENTS 


“Let us open the door to your new home” 

n BROOKLYN 

CornErstone 

REALTY 

93 Pineapple Walk, Brooklyn Heights, NY 

www.brooklyncornerstone.com • (718) 797-4066 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge 

1 bedroom, new kitchen, 
bath, near all major shopping, 
transportation. Battery Ave. 
loc. $1200 mo. NO BROKERS 
FEE. 

Call (718) 767-3180 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


Apartments, Sublets 
& Roommates 
BROWSE & LIST FREE! 
All Cities & Areas! 

www.Sublet.com 

Studios;! -2 Bdrms; $800-2000 

1 -877-FOR-RENT 


COMMERCIAL SPACE 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


DUMBO/BKLYN HEIGHTS 

Elegant/ upscale pro office space 
DSL. $900 per month. ? 

Call 718-877-1420 B46 


For Rent / Brooklyn 


7,500 SQ. FT. 
COMMERCIAL SPACE 
FOR RENT!!! 

Located at 825 Bergen Street, Bklyn NY 
Contact Charles at (718) 745-5792 Ext. 14 


CO-OPS /CONDOS 


Affordable Luxury 

Parkville Promenade Condominium 
@ 702 Ocean Parkway 



15 Luxury Condominiums Tastefully Finished 

Custom kitchens with granite counter tops and stainless steel 
appliances, marble baths, hardwood flooring, terraces, video 
intercom, roof-top access & more! Prime location, 

Tax Abated- 2 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom units starting in the low $500's 


OPEN HOUSE Every Sunday from 1-4 

or call for a private viewing 



(718) 645-1665 

www.MadisonEstates.com 

www.ParkvillePromenade.com 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Brooklyn Heights 

Quiet 1BR Co-op, financially secure 
Promenade. AP 289K mt $590. 

Joan Natale Real Estate, Inc. 
718-797-4661 
www.joannatale.com ER47 


BAY RIDGE 

Exclusive. Once in a lifetime opportu- 
condo building on Shore Road. 

Bridge and waterfront. 2 year old 
building w/top of the line amenities. 
Large 2 BR, 2 bath w/large terrace 
and private parking. Asking low 900s. 
Call for more details. 

Madison Estates • (718) 645-1665 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


Park Slope South 
NEW CONDOS 
Own-A-Home Realty 

718-370-8800 

www.2U23condo.com 


Gravesend 


Just Arrived! 28 luxurious, sunlit residences 
located on historic Kings Highway offer all 



from approximately $400,000 to $1 ,200,000. 

Cobble Heights Realty 
206 Court St. • (718) 596-3333 
cobbleheights.com ER5Q 


HOUSES 


For Sale / Brooklyn 


duplex plus rental. 

FAR ROCKAWAY: $479,000. Onefam- 
iy, fully detached, mini mansion, 4Vz 


EAST FLATBUSH/ MIDWOOD: $469,000. 


FLATBUSH STUDIO COOP: $79,000. 
7:30pm. 720 E. 31st St. #7E. Large stu- 


% 


OUTREACH 

REAL ESTATE, INC. 

Ron Harris 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 


718-531-3995 


Dyker Heights 

Prime location! Detached, two-family 
Victorian. 40x100 lot. Call Vinny or 


For Sale / Staten Is. 



KMA Homes, Inc. 

Karen Ward 917-686-4132 

Judy Pugliese 917-655-4385 


SEBY INC. MORTGAGES 

Bad or Good Credit. 100% financing on 1-2 

fam Call (71^) & 37T-5921° anS 


^SERVICES & 

MERCHANDISE 

To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Auto Donation 


$1,000 GIFT 
Donate a Car 

Any condition 
IRS Deduction 
Free Same-Day Pick Up 


KIDS IN CRISIS 

888-532-9332 

Se Habla Espanol 


Immigration Physicals 


Christ will return soon 
EXCELSIOR MEDICAL GROUP 

To Isaiah far unto us a Child is bom, unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder. And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
The Mighty God, The Everlasting father, the Prince of Peace. - Isaiah 9:6 

Jean Robert Romulus, MD 

Civil Surgeon 

Providing complete physical 
examinations for immigrants 

Mon-Fri: 9am-7pm; Sat: 9am-5pm 
EXCELSIOR MEDICAL GROUP 
1428 Flatbush Ave. 

(bet. Farragut Rd & Glenwood Rd) 

Brooklyn, NY 11210/(718) 434-2900 

But thou, Bethelem Ephratah through thou Be little among the thousand, of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall be come forth unite Me that is to be Ruler in 
Israel, Whose going forth has been from Old to Everlasting - Micah 5:2 


Merchandise For Sale 


Midwood Elegant Estate Sale 

1 776 east 26th st. (bet. Quentin & Ave R) 
Friday & Saturday, December 9th & 10th 
from 10-pm (Blizzard date 12/11) 
Wander thru rooms of Collectibles 

Antique Clocks, China, Sterling, Cambridge Rosepoint, 
etc. old Hall stand, desk & chests, tiger oak table, 
Janssen Piano, charming Marvin Safe, 
Costume jewelry & gift ideas! 

In case you miss us please call (516) 455-4833 


Auto Services 


Magic Auto 
Sounds & Security 

Prof Installation Guaranteed 
Real Deal in Custom Works 
Nav Systems, Mobil TV, VCR, etc. 

2 LOCATIONS: 

(718) 296-8040 Ozone Park 
(718) 805-7508 Richmond Hill 


Computers 


TECHS ON CALL 



718-331-4854 


Instruction 


SLOPE MUSIC 

Instrumental & Vocal 

Jazz • Classical • Folk • Rock 
Call for free interview 

charlessibirsky.com 

718-768-3804 


Gifts For All Occasions 

10% off Candles, Lamps, Collectables, 
Home & Garden Decor, Aromather- 

All orders shipped within 48 hours. 

(917) 656-6246 

www.bsgiftshop.com 


For Fast Computer relief. Call 

DOCTOR 

DATA 



718-998-DATA 




http://www.drdata.com R29 13 

catch 
coldP * 

Call the TECH VET! 

House Calls • Pick Up • Drop Off 
Cleanup / Backup* 
*original software required 

646-932-3744 

PC & MAC Specialist UFN 


Decorating/Gift Wrap 


Gift Wrapping & Holiday 
Decorating Needs 

Indoor/ Outoor. Exceptional 
Service at Great Price. Call 
Giselle. 

(718) 421-5604 

Cell (646) 400-73U 


Merchandise Wanted 


L(.)(.)K! 

t OLD CLOCKS & 

^ ATC b?^,^ r NTED 
Highest prices paid 

212-517-8725 

Bob & Judi's Coolectibles 

m LOOKING TO BUY 


FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

718-638-5770 

217 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 


Telecommunications 


ROUTER RUDA 

VOICE • VIDEO • DATA 

347-405-7692 

Phone Jacks 
Cable Wiring 
PC Networks 


^ACCOUNTANTS 
1 & TAX SERVICES 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


DOUGLAS CONDON 

Certified Public Accountant 

• tax planning and preparation 

• accounting, auditing 

• advisory services 

• co-op and condo management 

Park Slope Office 

71 8-788-391 3 B29 37 


Bookkeeping 
Payroll 
Income Ta xe s 
Document Preparation 

Bensonhurst Office 

A. DiMartino, Accountant 

(718)372-4730 W51 


Rich and 
Bander, llp 

Certified Public Accountants 

Offices in Manhattan 
and Sunset Park 

Call (212) 481-8484 

Free Initial Consultation 


• Individual 

Tax Preparation 

• Corporation Taxes 

• Accounting 
Software Setup 

• Financial Statements 
and Audits 

• Not-For-Profit 
Accounting 


I -. rooklyn ATT /fTf, ATT 

»P«* djj/Jj ■■ioj/Jj. .Lbj/Ji 

ATTORNEYS 


To advertise call (718) 834-9350 


Are you 


OVERWHELMED 


By your debt? Have you considered 


BANKRUPTCY? 


FREE CONSULTATION 

Call Richard S. Feinsilver Esq. 

1-800-479-6330 

111 Livingston Street, Brooklyn • www.feinlawyer.com 


REAL ESTATE 

ATTORNEY 

Hugo Salazar 

Attorney at Law 

Over 10 Years Handling 
Real Estate Closings 

[718] 230-1234 

2B1 4th Ave. in Park Slope 



PERSONAL INJURY 

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE 
Exclusive Plaintiff’s Practice 
Automobile - Construction - Products 
General Negligence 

800-675-8556 

GREGORY S. GENNARELLI, ESQ 

The Woolworth Building 
233 Broadway - Suite 950 
New York, NY 10279 
* free consultation 
GS Gennarelli @ S alsack.com 

Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 

Real Estate • Wills • Trusts 
Estates • Litigation • IP 


DIVORCE 


- Middle income prices - 

Peter J. Mollo, Esq. 
266 Smith Street, Bklyn 

718-858-3401 



• Auto/Bus/Train 

• Trips & Falls 


• Construction Accidents 

• Wrongful Death 

• Building / Stairs 

• Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Truck Accidents 




Arthur Unterman 
(718) 643-4000 

26 Court St., #1806 
Brooklyn, NY 


718-858-2525 


EVICTIONS 

•LANDLORD AND TENANT CASES 
•50 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
•REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS 


Goldberg & Lustig, Esqs 

188 Montague Street, 5th Floor 

(718) 858-4250 
“We fight hard for you!" 


Lewis & Hand 

Attorneys at Law 

45 Main Street, Suite 818 
DUMBO • 718.243.9323 



www.lewishand.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gra^ RC. 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Legal Notices 
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^HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 




l HANDYMAN 
*AT YOUR SERVICE! 


Interior/Exterior Painting • Sheet Rock Work 
Tub Reglazing • Windows/Window Repair 
Fences • Roofing/Shingles • Floor Sanding 
Siding • Vinyl Siding • Awnings • A/C Installation 
Aluminum Work • Gutters/Leaders • Bathrooms 
Renovations of Kitchens • Finished Basements 


YOUR SATISFACTION IS MY GOAL • COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL 
All Work Guaranteed • No Job Too Big or Too Small • Free I 

Luis 917-642-7379 

ALL TYPES OF HANDYMAN WORK 


Floor Maintenance 


E & S Professional 
Wood Care 

Floor Sanding • Paint Stripping & 


D&K 

FLOOR SERVICE, INC. 


y Guaranteed. 7 Days Service 

718 - 720-2555 


- Act floors - 


tions, plastering & painting. 

(718) 363-2593 Office 
(347) 291-3649 Cell 

FREE ESTIMATES B29/0 


BILL'S FLOORS 

WOOD FLOOR SPECIALIST 


718-238-9064 


Gardening 




Prepare your Garden 
for Next Season! 
Garden Service 
Annuals - Perennials, Herbs 
Fall Maintenance - Cleanup 
Brownstone Terraces, Yards, Co-ops 

718-753-9741 


Jeffrey landscape 

* * Designs BuM r 

design 5 install 
unique outdoor living spaces 
to enhance your home 


718 . 237.9064 

www.jeffreylandscape.com 


Handyman 

oo small. Eves & weekends O.ICCal 
dr. Handyman. FREE ESTIMATES. 

(917) 951-6639 


FOR YOUR ELECTIRCAL 
INSTALLATION & REPAIR 

mostat problems, doorbells, 
minorboiler repair, light plumbing. 
Free estimates. Call Ken. (917) 
892-1025. B48 


CALL NED 

Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 


JOSEPH PRESTIA 

Heating & Mechanical 


(718) 382-7648 
1 (91 7) 796-0063 


Home Improvement 


S&D 

HOME IMPROVEMENT 

w/paper, wood floors, decks, fin base- 


HVAC Service 


Jim A/C & Heating 
24/7 Service 

* Plumbing, Heating «§ A/C Repair 

Heating or A/C Tune up 
70+ parts includes: 

* Clean check oil flush 

Jim (718) 661.1853 B50 


HVAC Service 


E & S Heating 
and Air Conditioning 


ALL TECH 

Plumbing & Heating Inc. 

Its Fall — time for money saving 
Boiler Replacements! 

Free Thermostat (ask for details) • 

^ce^Ga^eTb^Vatel Fikradon 
Systems • Controls Installed • Pump 


718-356-3400 E 




Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Tnmmom 

Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 




inlaln mtven 

"athletic guys moving 
everything on short notice" 
DOT # T-12094 • Local/Long Distance 

718-544-1973 




TOP HAT MOVERS 


Dave's D.J. Moving 
& Storage Available 

Written Binding Estimates Available. 

padded Free. Courteous, reliable 
service. Weekends avail., packing 
supplies, van service. Serving Bklyn 
for over 10 years. 

(718) 843-4417 

Lie. and Ins. DOT #32241 
83 Davenport Ct. 

Howard Beach, NY 11414 


State 2 State 

Moving & Storage 

TAKE ADVANTAGE 
OF OUR LOWEST 
SUMMER RATE! 


1 (866) 491-4191 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 




Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


OFFICIAL MOVING _ 
STORAGE, INC. - 


ASK US HOW WE BEAT 
F MOST WRITTEN ESTIMATES 
JUST CAR US! 


• FREE Box Delivery And Estimates 




NO CHARGE For Weekends 
NO CHARGE For Holiday or Overtime 
NO CHARGE For Stairs 
NO CHARGE For Last Minutes Moves 
NO CHARGE For Crating 
NO CHARGE For Additional Stops 
NO CHARGE For Pianos 

Open 24 hours, 7 Days a Week. 

/ Dot T34498 / ICC MC 508964 


Movers (Licensed) 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

best quality moving. Experienced 
and Reliable 

21 49 E. 72nd St. DOT#321 49 

718 - 763-1435 


BKNY Trucking 

Local & Long Distance 
All your moving needs 
Free Estimates 
Courteous, Reliable Service 

Call Howard: (718) 216-7850 



S LJ IMS HUME 
PAINTING 
CO. 

NYS Registered 1974 
LIC# 0933304 
lnt./Ext. • Comm./Resid. 

MASTER 0 PLASTER 
DRYWALL • SKIM COAT 
sunshinepaintingny.com 
Call Anton 

toll free 866 - 748-6990 

B.B.6. + Rating! Lowest Prices! 


(p 

-La 


rofessionaC 
ainting 

Restore old surfaces. 
Benjamin Moore Paints used. 
Taping, plastering, wallpaper removal. 
Free Estimates 

Call 718-720-0565 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 

[rcFl Finishing Touch 

0^ PAINTING 

OWNER OPERATED 

"Top Quality Work, Dependable 


Call (718) 332-7041 


f&na 


www.lpinteriors.com 

718.522.3534 


John Haviaras 

PAINTING 

Interior/Exterior Painting 
Taping • Sheetrock 
Complete Apartment & Home 
Renovations. Affordable Prices 
Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 


Professional 

Painting 

By Danko 


Brooklyn Heights. Call Danko. 

(973) 723-5179 


Master 

Plasterer/Painter 

Old Walls Saved 

Repair, Install, Moldings, Skim Coats 
Excellent References 

718-834-0470 


718 - 439-7309 


Quality 

Plastering/Painting 

For all your plastering 
& painting needs. 
Interior/Exterior. Free Estimates 

Call Conrad 

( 917 ) 773-1052 


Absolute 
Plastering Inc. 

Ornamental, run cornice mould. 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• til Plumbing Hffl 
TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 
745-7727 or 848-5654 


RENOVATIONS 

Bathrooms, Kitchens, 
Basements & Attics 
Complete Renovations 

Days (646) 824-6998 
Eves (718) 493-3140 


Schwamberger 

Contracting 

All Roofing, Rubber, Metal, Skylights. 
Excellent References Available 
License #0831318 
18th year with Brooklyn Papers 

718-646-4540 


13 Years Warranty 
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL 
Free Estimates • Fully Insured 
(718) 382-4449 ask for Eric 

24 Hour Service. Cell (917) 535-3506 


ALLIANCE TRI-STATE 

CONSTR 81 ROOFING 

&Gen'l Construction 
Fast & Reliable Svce 

INSURED • Lion 195501 

( 718 ) 556-9700 
( 347 ) 723-4336 


IdJ 

i 

j 
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Stairs 


FLOOR 

SANDING 

ALSO 

AVAILABLE 

Cee Dee 

PROFESSIONAL 1 
CONTRACTORS |l|9 

Broken or Missing U 

Baluster/Spindles ■ — M 

Weak or Broken Steps 

(Treads, Stringers or Risers) V® 

Call; 718-893-4006 



JC TREE SERVICE 

Tree Removal Pruning 
Stump Grinding Toppings 
Free Load of Wood Chips 
No Job Too Big or Too Small 
Senior Discount Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

718-896-2158 917-721-5356 

Ask for Juan 


ATT 

A HOME 


Do It The SAFE "Cool" Way 

CRYSTAL ROOFING 

1-718-238-9433 

Mention this ad for $200 off 
any complete roofing job 
of a 1,000 sq.ft, or more 

Shingle Roofs Also Installed 
NYC DCA# 1133009 


Rubbish Removal 



DJ Rubbish 

Removal Services 

COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL 

• Basements • Brownstones 

• Yards, Construction Debris 
• Constainer Service Available 
A COMPANY YOU CAN TRUST 

(718) 493*2605 • (347) 739-0463 
Fully licensed & insured / All major credit cards 
dj aysrubrem @ netzero . com 



AAA PLUS SERVICES INC. 

- Spring Cleaning Special - 


Eagle Rubbish 
Removal 


Consturction Debris • Demolition 
“A Company You Can Trust" 
Free Est. • Lie. & Insured • Great Refs 

Call (718) 871-0997 


Security Gates 


"I" Security Gates & Doors 


John 

Costelloe 


replaced. Specializii 
- large and small. 


>e (718) 768-7610 


Tiles for Sale 

Wie have a full line of porcelain 
ceramic, marble, granite, etc. 
for sale at competitive prices! 

( 718 ) 771-0258 


Four Seasons 

TREE SERVICE 

718-207-0762 


Jpl Sunshine 

j Land fit Tree, Inc. 

Tree Removal and Pruning 
Land clearing, stumps ground 
Licensed & Insured HW 

718-627-1014/516-546-5447 


Upholstery 




Free Estimates 


Perfect Touch 
Decorators 


718-263-8383 

30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Bore 


Quality Replacement 
Windows and Repairs 

Repair ALL TYPES of wine 1 

Custom Window Installatio 
Licensed & Insured • Reasonable Rates 

Call Rene (718) 227-8787 


Woodworking 


r^TZ/ 

Recapture the original beauty of 
your fine architectural woodwork. We 
strip-restore-refinish doors, mantels, 
columns, shutters, banisters with 
removers and finishes. Careful consid- 
erate workmanshiDsince 1959. Call the 
P ark c^lope stripping /Sam 
@ 718 783-4112. 



























































